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My Children 
By Eleanor C. Jacques 


WOULD protect them, Lord, 
From ev’ry jagged rock within the 
path; 
From ridicule, and scorn. 
I would protect them, Lord, 
From all the jarring, cutting words of 
wrath; 
From looks in hatred born, 
But I have dedicated them to Thee. 


Hold Thou the gift I gave, 

Lest, touching the committed thing, I 
grieve Thy heart, 

And mar Thy blueprint planned. 

Keep Thou the gift, dear Lord, 

And through the hardships, strain, and 
things that smart, 

Enable them to stand; 

For I have dedicated them to Thee. 


w 


Overcoming Fear 


These are days in which fear will 
grip a man’s heart unless he leans hard 
upon God. He has, repeatedly told us 
not to fear and given us great and pre- 
cious promises to encourage us, but we 
must consciously and deliberately appro- 
priate them by faith. In an old book 
by John Flavel, called “A Treatise on 
Keeping the Heart” (out of print), one 
section tells “how a Christian may keep 
his heart frem distracting and torment- 
ing fears in times of great and threaten- 
ing dangers.” From it the following 
points are taken: “1. Look upon all 


creatures as in the hand of God, who 
manages them in all their motions, lim- 
iting, restraining and determining them 
at His pleasure... . 2. Remember that 
this God in whose hand are all creatures, 
is your Father, and is much more tender 
of you than you are, or can be, of your- 
self. .. . Let me ask the most timorous 
woman whether there be not a great dif- 
ference between the sight of a drawn 
sword in the hand of a bloody ruffian, 
and of the same sword in the hand of 
her own tender husband? As great a 
difference there is between looking upon 
creatures by an eye of sense, and looking 
on them, as in the hand of your God, by 
an eye of faith... . 3. Urge upon your 
heart the express prohibitions of Christ 
in this case, and let your heart stand in 
awe of the violation of them. He hath 
charged you not to fear... . 4. Remem- 
ber how much needless trouble your vain 
fears have brought upon you formerly. 
... 1 cannot but observe a very deep 
policy of Satan in managing a design 
against the soul by these vain fears. I 
call them vain, with reference to the 
frustration of them by Providence; but 
certainly they are not in vain as the 
end at which Satan aims in raising them; 
for herein he acts as soldiers do in the 
siege of a garrison, who to wear out the 
besieged by constant watchings, and 
thereby unfit them to make resistance 
when they storm it in earnest, every 
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night rouse them with false alarms, 
which though they come to nothing, yet 
remarkably answer the ultimate design 
of the enemy. Oh when will you be- 
ware of Satan’s devices? 5. Consider 
solemnly, that though the things you 
fear should really happen, yet there is 
more evil in your own fear than in the 
things feared. .. . Fear is both a mul- 
tiplying and a tormenting passion; it 
represents troubles as much greater than 
they are, and so tortures the soul much 
more than the suffering itself, . . . 6. 
Consult the many precious promises 
which are written for your support and 
comfort in all dangers. These are your 
refuges to which you may fly and be 
safe when the arrows of danger fly by 
night, and destruction wasteth at noon- 
day. . . . 7. Quiet your trembling heart 
by recording and consulting your past 
experiences of the care and faithfulness 
of God in former distresses. ,.. ,. In new 
difficulties let the saint say, ‘Lord, thou 
hast often heard, helped and saved, in 
former years; therefore now help again, 
for with thee there is plenteous redemp- 
tion, and thine arm is not shortened.’” 
And John Flavel goes on for seven more 
points, expatiating on each one. But in 
all he urges the Christian to look directly 
to the living God and trust in His writ- 
ten Word. And today, as when Flavel 
wrote, “The same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon him” (Rom. 10:12), 


The Doctrine of the Holy Trinity 
in Psalm 103 


An editorial by Bishop Hoyler, D.D. 


FEW years ago two articles by 
A Ernest Gordon were published in 

THE SuNDAY ScHoo. Times (Aug. 
4, 11, 1945) under the title, “Triune 
Praise in the Psalms,” bringing out the 
fact that the doctrine of a triune God 
was taught in many portions of the 
Psalter. Extracts from quite a number 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Yea, he shall be holden up: for 
God is able to make him stand” 
(Rom. 14:4b). 




















of the Psalms were quoted in support of 
this fact. Among the rest, Psalm 103 
was cited as a trinitarian Psalm. 

The present writer has been led to 
pursue further the study of this Psalm, 
specifically from the angle of its im- 
plications concerning the Trinity. It has 
been called the Old Testament Te Deum 
Laudamus, “The Doxology of the Re- 
deemed.” It has formed the basis of 
one of the great hymns of the Church, 
Joachim Neander’s “Lobe den Herren, 
den machtigen Kénig der Ehren,” the 
English translation of which by Cath- 
arine Winkworth is found in most of 
our hymnals, beginning with the line: 
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“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the 
King of Creation.” The original music, 
also by Neander, in its inspiring arrange- 
ment by Dr. F. Melius Christiansen, of 
St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn., has 
become a popular anthem of American 
church choirs, 

This beauti7ul Psalm is practically an 
Old Testament epitome of essential New 
Testament doctrine, containing as it does 
clear allusions to many of the great 
evangelical teachings of the Christian 
Church, such as the doctrine of man, a 
revelation of God and His nature, the 
teachings concerning sin and salvation, 
the eternal verities regarding vicarious 
atonement, free grace, justification by 
faith, sanctification, and eternal life. 
All of these fundamentals are to be 
found in this great song of David. In 
this artide we shall confine ourselves 
to a single doctrine, that of the Holy 
Trinity as revealed in verses 3, 4, and 5. 
These verses, in the Authorized, or King 
James Version, read as follows: 


“Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; 
who healeth all thy diseases; 

“Who redeemeth thy life from destruc- 
tion; who crowneth thee with loving- 
kindness and tender mercies; 

“Who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things; so that thy youth is renewed like 
the eagle’s.” 


The entire Psalm is built upon a series 
of triads or groupings of three. A care- 
ful analysis, especially of the original 
Hebrew text, reveals nine such triads 
—three times three—which in itself 
points to the triune God. Probably the 
most significant of these groupings is the 
double triad in verses 3, 4, and 5— 
double for emphasis —three pairs alto- 
gether, one pair for each of the three 
Persons. These three sets of titles accur- 
ately describe the functions respectively 
of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, as set forth more fully in the 
New Testament. 

Some years ago Sir G. M. Maunder, 
the late director of Greenwich Observa- 
tory, made this statement in his book, 
“Astronomy in the Bible,” regarding the 
accuracy of astronomical allusions in the 
Word of God: “By no process of rea- 
soning could man find for himself facts 
stated in the Bible. They were revealed.” 
The inference is that these writers must 
have been divinely inspired when they 
made statements which were compre- 
hended and corroborated by scientists 
only after the lapse of many centuries. 

Similarly, we might say that David, 
with all his spirituality and wonderful 
grasp of divine truth, could not have 
chosen, by his own spiritual perception, 
the divine names and designations of 
the three Persons of the Trinity as found 
in our passage; they were revealed to 
him by divine inspiration. 

Let it be remembered that these names 
are not mere verbs, as we might infer 
from the various European translations, 
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practically all of which, for the sake of 
smooth, idiomatic expression, employ 
relative clauses, as for example in our 
English version, “who forgiveth all 
thine iniquities,” instead of the literal 
rendering, “the forgiver of all my in- 
iquities.” In the original Hebrew they 
are true nouns, participial substantives, 
as the grammars call them, capable of 
receiving personal, pronominal suffixes 
and of being prefixed, like all other 
nouns, by the definite article, ha-. 

1. Here, then, according to the He- 
brew of Psalm 103:3, are the two 
designations for the first Person of the 
Trinity: has-so-le-akh and ho-ro-phe, 
meaning respectively the Forgiver and 
the Healer. 

(1) The first title given to the Father 
is has-so-le-akh, the Pardoner or For- 
giver. According to Biblical conception, 
the prerogative of forgiveness belongs 
primarily to God the Father. Christ 
Himself taught us to look to the Father 
for the remission of our sins: “Our 
Father, who art in heaven . . . for- 
give us our debts” (Matt. 6:9, 12, R.V.). 
In the parable of the Prodigal Son the 
Lord represents the penitent boy as 
coming to the Father with the confes- 
sion of his sin, “Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight” (Luke 
15:21). On the cross, Christ addresses 
His prayer to the Father, “Father, for- 
give them” (Luke 23:34), although He 
could have granted that pardon direct. 

Among the Jews and other Oriental 
peoples the father, as the head of a 
househcld, exercised this right, under 
certain circumstances, as his exclusive 
prerogative. In some instances, in an- 
cient times, the father even had power 
of life and death over his children. We 
follow something of the same principle 
in matters governmental. The execu- 
tive head of a state or of a nation has 
the final authority to grant or to deny 
a reprieve, a commutation, or an out- 
right pardon to a condemned man. 
Rightly, therefore, David calls God the 
Father, “The forgiver of all my in- 
iquities.” 

(2) The other designation given to 
the first Person of the Trinity is ha-ro- 
phe, the Healer. At first thought this title 
might seem to belong to Christ, the sec- 
ond Person, who is often called the good 
and great Physician. Indeed, He Him- 
self indirectly claimed this designation 
in Luke 4:23. But in Psalm 103:3 the 
word undoubtedly takes us back to 
Exodus 15:23-26, where we have the 
story of Marah and the bitter waters, and 
where God said to Moses, literally, “I 
am the Lord, thy Healer.” Those bitter 
waters were made sweet when Moses, 
the lawgiver, took a tree and cast it into 
the water. The tree is regarded as a 
type of the cross of Christ, which not 
only sweetens all the bitterness of life’s 
sorrows, but in a higher sense is God's 
remedy for sin, when a contrite soul, 
in the “gall of bitterness” (Acts 8:23), 
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looks to the cross and obtains the sweet 
assurance of forgiveness. 

It was the Law that sent Christ to 
the cross, but it was Christ who, by 
His death on the accursed tree, atoning 
for the sin of the world, made possible 
the believer's pardon. So these two titles 
of God the Father are significantly 
linked together in verse three of our 
Psalm, indicating that He, as the supreme 
Head of all mankind and Lord of all 
creation, is the only one who has power 
to forgive iniquities, but even He can 
do so only because His Son has pro- 
vided the remedy by His victorious 
atonement on Calvary. 

2. The twin titles applied to the sec- 
ond Person of the Trinity, Christ, are 
equally significant. In verse four He 
is called the Redeemer or Ransomer, 
hag-g6-el, and “my Crowner” or Re- 
warder, ham-at-tre-kh. 

(1) The word goel has.come to be a 
theological term frequently used in dis- 
cussing the doctrine of redemption or 
atonement. It has even found its way 
as a vocabulary word into English dic- 
tionaries. It is sometimes defined as the 
Kinsman-Redeemer, because of the beau- 
tiful illustration found in the Book of 

(Continued on page 83) 








Notes on Open Letters 





“Building a School 
by Visitation and Prayer” 


In the September 30 issue of THE 
Sunpay ScHoo. Times, an article by Dr. 
J. Murdock Palmer, pastor of Mariners 
Harbor Baptist Church, Staten Island, 
N. Y., told of the three months’ growth 
of his Sunday school through visitation 
and prayer. 

Dr. Palmer has now written of the 
further growth of the school since his 
article was prepared, and his letter will 
be of interest to those who were helped 
by his earlier presentation. His letter 
reads: 


Since writing this article, we have 
procured our own bus, with the name 
of the Mariners Harbor Baptist Church 
plainly visible on both sides. We still 
employ the same means of keeping our 
scholars in regular attendance, and en- 
listing new ones— by the two by two 
method, and sent out with prayer. 

We now have a three-way super- 
intendency —a_ general superintend- 
ent, a departmental superintendent, 
and a field superintendent. The gen- 
eral superintendent oversees the en- 
tire Bible school; the departmental 
superintendent has charge of the 
teachers and the various departments: 
the field superintendent has charge of 
the following up of absentees and the 
rounding up of new children. His in- 
door duty is to card all absentees each 
Sunday on individual filing cards, 
which he gives to the teacher of the 
class for a report the following Sun- 
day. In this way we keep constant 


(Continued on page 74) 
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Taking Men Alive—by Television 


“Youth on the March” from coast to coast 





was raging between a husband and 

wife. Eventually the husband put 
on his hat and coat and stormed out of 
the house in a blinding rage, slamming 
the door with such force that the win- 
dows rattled. His destination was a 
near-by saloon, where he intended to 
drown his anger in alcohol. 

A few moments later the wife fol- 
lowed her husband, fearing for her very 
life, for she knew that her husband be- 
came violent under the influence of alco- 
hol. As she stopped to look into the 
saloon, hoping to persuade her husband 
to return home before he became drunk, 
at first her heart sank, for the place 
was crowded with men, and she shrank 
from entering to seek her husband. But 
then she noticed something strange. No 
drinks were being served. Instead, many 
of the men were watching a television 
set at one side of the room. The pro- 
gram coming over was “Youth on the 
March,” with its coast-to-coast presenta- 
tion of excellent Christian music, both 
vocal and instrumental, and its search- 
ing Gospel message by the Rev. Percy 
Crawford, D.D., who is already known 
in countless homes throughout the land. 


From Death to Life 

As the program continued, that night 
in Illinois, the men in the saloon watched 
quietly and the wife waited patiently 
outside. When the program was over, 
the husband came out soberly and 
thoughtfully and walked home with his 
wife. Later that same evening, he gave 
his heart to Christ, and the wife, who 
wrote Dr. Crawford about the incident, 
said, “Our home has been a heaven on 
earth ever since.” Thus a wife 


T AN Illinois home, a bitter quarrel 


were on the point of suicide, but were 
arrested by the Good News that Christ 
had died on the cross to redeem them 
from sin, and was ready to receive them 
and begin in them a new life of victory 
and blessing. After one program, dur- 
ing which an offer of a New Testament 
was made to all who, that night, would 
accept Christ as Saviour, more than 500 
letters came in, each saying that the 
writer had found the One who is able 
to save to the uttermost. 


When It All Began 

Many Sunpay ScuHoot TIMeEs readers 
have known Dr. Percy Crawford for 
many years through his radio program, 
“The Young People’s Church of the Air.” 
That program was begun nearly twenty 
years ago in Philadelphia and it grew 
to include 450 radio stations. It is still 
being broadcast every week. 

“Youth on the March,” the new coast- 
to-coast television program, was also 
born in Philadelphia, in October, 1949, 
a little more than a year ago, and is 
now going out over twenty-two stations. 
The program originates in the studios 
of WFIL-TV, Philadelphia, Channel 6, 
every Sunday evening, 10.30-11.00 p.m. 
At the bottom of this column will be 
found a complete list of the twenty- 
two stations over which the program 
goes out every week, together with 
the channel numbers and the time that 
it is telecast from each station. 

The program is ably directed, and is 
attractively and effectively presented 
against a pleasing studio background 
that is at once arresting and conducive 
to a worshipful atmosphere. Many of 
the fine old hymns and Gospel songs 


and choruses are beautifully rendered, 
either vocally or instrumentally. Mr. 
Crawford’s own family form no small 
part of the weekly program. Mrs. Craw- 
ford serves as pianist and organist, and 
likewise arranges orchestrations and 
vocal numbers and trains the groups of 
singers. Dr. Crawford’s four boys form 
a junior quartet and frequently sing on 
the program. Fifty young people, many 
of them from The King’s College, give 
their time to serve in the orchestra and 
in the young men’s and young women’s 
choruses and in the fine “Youth on the 
March” quartet. These young people 
are all born again, and they serve gladly 
at no expense to the program except 
for carfare. 


The Central Message 
It takes anywhere from five to twelve 
hours’ rehearsing and preparation each 
week to present the twenty-minute 
musical program that precedes Dr. 
Crawford’s ten-minute, forthright, and 
searching Gospel message. In every 
message man’s inability to help himself 
and his need of a Saviour from sin are 
stressed, and a direct appeal is always 
made to accept that Saviour and to begin 
a new life with Him. Many are the 
responses to these appeals that come by 
mail from those who, as they have sat 
before their television sets, have found 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their own per- 
sonal Saviour. While he is always glad 
when the messages help believers, Dr. 
Crawford’s greatest desire is to reach the 
unsaved and backslidden who seldom, if 
ever, enter a church or willingly come 
under the influence of a Gospel message, 
Occasionally, on the program Dr. 
Crawford gives time for a testi- 





was not only saved from what 
may well have been physical 
death, but her husband also was 
saved from eternal death. 
This incident is only one of 
many that show how men and 
women have found Christ as 
the result of seeing the “Youth 
on the March” program on tele- 
vision. During the first fifteen 
weeks that this first coast-to- 
coast Gospel program was tele- 
vised, ‘more than 100,000 letters 


came in from all parts of the WICU-TV—Erie “ 4 
land and from all types of lis- WSB—Atlanta “4 
KMTV-TV—Omaha 7 


teners. Some were from Chris- 


Station 
WJZ-TV—New York we 
WFIL-TV—Philadelphia |. .“ 
WAAM-TV—Baltimore vel 
WMAL-TV—Wash., D. C. . “ 
WENR-TV—Chicago vie 
WXYZ-TV—Detroit en 
WLAV-TV—Grand Rapids “ 
WTVN-TV—Columbus os 
WGAL-TV—Lancaster we 


KECA-TV—Los Angeles . “ 


Where You Can Find “ Youth on the March” 


Every Sunday Evening 


as 


Channel Time 
10.30-11 EST 
10.30-11 EST 
10.30-11 EST 
10.30-11 EST 
9.30-10 CST 
10.30-11 EST 
10.30-11 EST 
10.30-11 EST 
10.30-11 EST 
10.30-11 EST 
11.00 EST 
... 10.30-11 PST 
..10.15-10.45 PST 


mony from a missionary from 
the foreign field, or from a re- 
cently saved young person. A 
number of unusual features are 
used each week to make the pro- 
gram more appealing. For exam- 
ple, when Dr. Crawford reads a 
Scripture portion in connection 
with his message, the television 
camera will swing to a Bible, 
open at the proper passage, and 
a pointing finger will follow 
along with the words that are 
read, thus emphasizing that it 
is the Word of God that is 
speaking through the messen- 


tians who had backslidden or WFBM-TV—Indianapolis "3100-1130 CST ger. Sometimes when an un- 
had grown cold and indifferent; WBAP—Ft. Worth “ ‘ 9.30 CST familiar chorus or Gospel hymn 
others were from former un- WHBF—TV—Rock Island . “ 10.30 EST is used, the words of the hymn 
believers, who, as they listened WHEN -TV—Syracuse 1.00 EST will appear superimposed upon 


to the program, had bowed 
their heads and accepted Christ; 
and some were from individ- 
uals driven to desperation by 
sin and circumstance, and who 





KGO-TV—San Francisco . “ 
KFMB-TV—San Diego ... .“ 
KPHO-TV—Phoenix - 
WMBR-TV—Jacksonville “ 
KFMB-TV—San Diego “ 
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16.30-11 PST 
... 10.30-11 PST 

11.00-11.30 PST 
11.00-11.30 CST 
..11,00-11.30 PST 


the singing chorus, and thus 
those who are listening are able 
to join in the singing. 

A full-time clerical staff of 
some ten persons is needed to 
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handle the huge mail response to the 
program. Every contributor receives a 
numbered acknowledgment receipt, a 
carbon copy of which is kept on file 
in the office at 730 Chestnut Street. Many 
of the contributors receive an individ- 
ually typed letter, signed by Dr. Craw- 
ford. From the actual letters received, 
the American Broadcasting Company es- 
timates that from eight to ten million 
persons see and hear the program every 
Sunday evening, and that at times this 
number may be as large as fifteen mil- 
lion. Here are a few excerpts from 
actual letters that have been taken at 
random from the files of “Youth on the 
March”: 

“Best of everything on your new TV 
Program. It’s got something new and 
appealing. Haven’t been to church since 
the war and you’ve got me thinking.”— 
A New York listener, 

“Viewed your televised program and 
think it’s wonderful. I am a babe in 
Christ, converted at your Youth Rally. 
I am out winning souls for Christ now.” 
—A Pennsylvania listener. 

“IT am chairman of the board of dea- 
cons, but I must confess I have never 
thought of saying I accept and give my 
self to Jesus until tonight when you 
challenged me as a viewer of your pro- 
gram on television. I bowed my head 
and repeated after you your prayer. 
Somehow your words moved me in an 
inexplainable way and I do feel differ- 
ent now.”—A New York listener. 

“I enjoyed the telecast last night from 
Baltimore and I hope to hear and see it 
every Sunday night. I congratulate you 
and your cast on presenting such a fine 
program.”—A Maryland listener. 

“I enjoyed your program so much be- 
cause you have brought to me the old- 
time religion and a new revival in my 
heart. I certainly do need a new start 
again. Thanks to your telecast a new 
path has been opened up to me and to 
many others.”"—A Michigan listener. 

“My sincere thanks to you for helping 
me find a better life! For ten years I 
have not attended a church, and it was 
only by accident I first saw your pro- 
gram, but now look forward to it each 
Sunday. My wife tells me that she has 
noticed the difference in my attitude 
towards everything since I have been 
watching your program.”—An Ohio lis- 
tener, 

“I had lost faith in God. Somehow 
your broadcast made me see the error 
of my ways and I bowed my head with 
you and begged forgiveness. I pray more 
people will see and hear you and be 
brought back to God as I was.”—A New 
York listener. 

“I haven't been to church more than 
ten times in the last ten years, but I 
must confess I have been deeply im- 
pressed by your program.”—A Long 
Island listener, 
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“IT am not much on religion; haven’t 
been in church for 20 years. My ten- 
year-old son was sitting up with me and 
turned to me and said, ‘Daddy, isn’t that 
a nice program?’ I said, ‘Yes, Son. I 
think it has put something in my heart 
tonight that has been missing a good 
many years.’ My son answered me and 
said, ‘I know, Daddy, it’s the Word of 
the Lord, isn’t it?’”"—A Maryland lis- 
tener. 

“Each week several of us gather to 
view ‘Youth on the March’ in a taproom. 
Many of us never have heard of this 
salvation offered through Jesus Christ. 
Our hearts are warmly touched, and we 
like to hear more of what you call a 
Gospel message.”—A listener. 

“T have been watching your program 
for many weeks now. I think it is a 
wonderful half hour. As a result of your 
program a very dear friend of mine 
found the Saviour. I was saved a few 
years ago, but I’d backslidden. Your 
program brought me back to God. What 
a tragic thing it would be if this program 
would have to leave the air.”—A _ lis- 
tener. 

“When I saw your telecast my heart 
was heavy because in the last three 
months I have lost just about everything 
in life. I was going to take my own life. 
When I heard your program I felt like 
crying out loud, so decided I would 
watch it again the next Sunday. Your 
sermon brought back childhood memo- 
ries to me, and when I watched all the 
fine young Christians sing and play, I 
felt ashamed for the first time in nine 
years. Sir, that night after the telecast 
I went to my room and prayed, and this 
week I have felt as though I were a new 
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person. God began to open things up 
for me.”—A listener. 


As may be expected, a television pro- 
gram of the coast-to-coast scope of 
“Youth on the March” is expensive. 
Every week, $7,000 is needed to buy time 
on the television network, and $1,500 
additional is needed for the radio min- 
istry of “The Young People’s Church of 
the Air.” Both of these programs are 
works of faith and are supported en- 
tirely by the prayers and freewill offer- 
ings of God’s people. Sunpay ScHoo. 
TIMES readers are urged to tell their 
friends about “Youth on the March,” and 
to invite the unsaved to their homes to 
see the program. 

Will you not also pray regularly and 
give liberally so that this Christ-honor- 
ing and Gospel ministry may continue 
to reach into homes, taprooms, dance 
halls, and clubs all over our land, taking 
men alive for Christ? Liquor and to- 
bacco interests already are coveting the 
choice time that is now enjoyed by 
“Youth on the March.” Surely God’s 
people by their prayers and their gifts 
will see to it that such enemies of men’s 
souls are not able to snatch away this 
witness to God's saving power. 

Letters and gifts may be addressed to 
“Youth on the March,” P. O. Box 1, 
Philadelphia 5. Dr, Crawford is offer- 
ing at the present time a six-page cal- 
endar for 1951 to all who will write for 
it. It contains pictures of the Crawford 
family, the quartet, the orchestra and 
chorus, and a number of scenes from 
other Christian enterprises in which Dr. 
Crawford is engaged, such as The King’s 
College, Pinebrook Bible Conference, and 
his summer camps for boys and girls. 


Toward the Bible 


Why it is disasterous when either individuals or nations reject God's Word 


TS Influence Today Is Strongly for 

Good.—The Bible is not just a book 
like others though with a peculiar theme. 
It is a Book instinct with life. It does 
not merely act as a signpost, it possesses 
the unique quality of being able to help 
you to walk along the road indicated, if 
you sincerely turn in that direction, 

The files of the Scripture Gift Mission 
contain the accounts of numberless in- 
cidents which show the vitalizing power 
of the Word of God as the Holy Spirit 
uses it to transform its readers. We 
give one such fact kindly written out 
for us. Many years ago a French col- 
porteur was selling his books in a little 
village called Pluzunet. The _ priest 
warned the people that they were not 
to buy these evil books. Living in the 
village was a family sunk deep in sin. 
Their reputation was so bad that the 
other villagers had named the cottage 
where they lived “l’Enfer” (“hell”). 


By H. K. BENTLEY 


The eldest son heard that “evil books” 
were being sold, and determined to get 
one for himself. He found the col- 
perteur and purchased a New Testament, 
which he carefully hid. At the first op- 
portunity he went off to the barn and 
settling himself in the hay started to read 
his new book. He became so deeply in- 
terested in the story of the Gospel that 
it completely changed his habits, and, 
instead of going off drinking and carous- 
ing with his former companions. he spent 
his free times on Sunday reading. The 
parents could not understand the change 
in their son, and the father determined 
to watch where he went on Sundays 
Following him to the barn, he found him 
reading his New Testament and ques- 
tioned him about it. The father then 
told him he hac better come and read 
it to the family. the result Leing that all 
were saved. 

Cther folks from the village were in- 
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vited to come to the cottage and listen 
to the Gospel. Eventually, meetings 
were held regularly in the homes of 
these folks, and other people were saved. 
The home of the first family was no 
longer known as “l’Enfer,” but “le Para- 
dis” (“Paradise”). 

As the years passed, the old folks 
passed on and the younger generation 
left the district. During the war, the 
cottage fell into disrepair. The daughter 
of the young man who purchased the 
New Testament is now married and lives 
in the town of St. Brieuc, about forty 
miles from Pluzunet. She and her hus- 
band are both fine Christians. Last year, 
they had their cottage at Pluzunet put 
into repair, and Christian friends from 
St. Brieuc and other places have re- 
started Gospel meetings in this same 
cottage, where the attendance of the vil- 
lagers is very encouraging. So the sale 
of one New Testament many years ago 
is still bearing fruit in that little village. 

The same sort of thing has happened 
in many other parts of the world — In- 
dia, China, Russia, Sweden, Belgium, 
Africa, South America, and the like— 
showing that the Bible is the one Book 
given by God for salvation and blessing 
to the whole world. 

Not only so, but it has frequently been 
pointed out that the Biblical prophecies 
foretell the future, at least in its main 
outline, with such remarkable correct- 
ness, that it is sheer folly to ignore its 
warnings. 

Whatever may be said about the future 
of life on this planet, the Bible warns 
us that “it is appointed unto men once 
to die, but after this the judgment” is 
to follow (Heb. 9:27). Happily, though 
we read of “the second death” (Rev. 21: 
8), it is not appointed to men to die 
twice. It was to save men from this 
awful state that Christ came, “for God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life” (John 3:16). And 
here again we see the unspeakable ad- 
vantage and blessing of heeding the in- 
struction given in the Bible, for this 
Rook, and this Book alone, brings to us 
the divine revelation of the only way of 
eternal salvation, The redemptive atone- 
ment accomplished by the Lord Jesus 
Christ on the cross is put to the credit 
of anyone who, acknowledging his utter 
need and turning from his sin, trusts 
solely and firmly in the saving work of 
this unique, divine Saviour as crucified 
for him. Christ is the only way to God, 
for He Himself said, “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto 
the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 

To Reject the Bible Is Disastrous.—- 
Since, as we have just seen, the Bible 
brings blessing, it is obvious that to re- 
ject the Bible is to lose the blessing it 
would bring. Not only so, but the de- 
gree of loss will vary with the measure 
of blessing ignored on the one hand, 
and on the other hand, with the severity 
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of the doom against which the Bible 
warns us, 

For the last seventy years an increas- 
ing number of preachers foolishly have 
let themselves be persuaded by incor- 
rectly taught, unenlightened men of 
“science” that the Bible contains error 
and is not the divinely inspired book 
some thought it was. The result has been 
disastrous, for, as preachers have spread 
their doubts, crime has increased and 
the generation that is growing to man- 
hood today is more vicious than any 
before it for many centuries. Further- 
more, as has frequently been pointed 
out, the tragedy of the two world wars 
is directly traceable, through Nietzsche, 
to Darwin the great “apostle” of that 
unscientific, anti-Biblical, Satanic hoax, 
evolution, 

If only the Bible had been given its 
rightful place in the life of this nation, 
we should see England enjoying full 
prosperity in a world of peace. It is an 
undeniable fact that, as soon as the Bible 
became an open Book for our people to 
read, God began to enlarge our borders 
— in the same reign, that of Queen Eliza- 
beth—so that we might evangelize the 
world. And, we repeat, the nationwide 
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disregard for this Book, is responsible 
for the disorder and suffering so preva- 
lent, alas, today. 

The Holy Spirit Will Teach Us.—In 
order that His Word may be rightly 
understood, and its power blessedly felt, 
God has given us the aid of His Holy 
Spirit, its real Author, who will teach 
us how to understand what He has writ- 
ten. He will explain its implications and 
its application to our life and conduct. 
He will impart to every sincere heart 
that seeks His way the power to live 
in accordance with its precepts. He will 
“make the Book live” as we feed upon 
its pages under His leadership and 
power, and will produce in us the life 
and blessing of Christ the Son of God. 

We trust that any of our readers who 
may have been hindered from putting 
their trust in the sacred pages of Holy 
Scripture may be brought to study them 
earnestly, submissively, prayerfully, and 
so come to know personally Him “in 
whom are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge” (Col, 2:3), true 
science, full life, and divine power — the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who gave us this 
wonderful Book, 

LONDON, ENGLAND. 


Il. Should Pupils Listen, Look, or Act? 


The danger of substituting mere amusement for instruction in things of eternal value 


ANY present-day educators advo- 

cate that because children remem- 
ber a great portion of what they do, 
their school life ought to be one constant 
round of activity. This trend, which 
has become so popular in secular edu- 
cation, has been eagerly followed by 
many Christian educators as well. 

Let us classify activities into five 
groups, according to what they accom- 
plish for the child. Then let us, as we 
remember our aims— winning pupils to 
Christ, and building them up in the 
faith—see how they fit into our 
Bible-teaching program. Consider first 
this question. Does the action guarantee 
that the children will remember the 
things of eternal value which we hope 
to teach them? Or may they remember 
simply the motions they went through? 
The answer has an important bearing 
upon our whole choice of activities. 

First there are the activities that serve 
the purpose of keeping things interest- 
ing, making the class period a joyous 
time, and holding attention. All of this 
has value in the Sunday school class only 
as it is related to the teaching of the 
Word. Although they accomplish other 
ends as well, such action as answering 
questions, handling Bibles, and singing, 
especially motion songs, may come in 
this category. 

An experience similar to one most of 
us have had will illustrate the second 
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classification. We plan to buy some 
groceries. We write a list for fear we 
may forget some item, Then we discover 
that the very act of writing a list has 
enabled us to remember without con- 
sulting the list. Just so we may use 
certain activities to impress upon our 
pupils the lesson we teach. Answering 
questions, handling Bibles, memorizing 
Scripture, and singing all have a place 
here. 

As writing it down helps one to re- 
member the grocery list, so Bible facts 
may be retained by writing them down. 
However, because of the difference in 
speed of the writers, because of our 
limited time in the classroom, and be- 
cause a writing assignment is especially 
profitable as homework, it is well to do 
only a small amount during the class 
period. Most children, if given the 
proper encouragement, will gladly look 
up and write answers to questions from 
the Bible at home. This, of course, ap- 
plies especially to Juniors and Interme- 
diates, 

Younger children may color a picture 
that definitely recalls a Bible truth 
learned, though that is not necessarily 
proof that the lesson will be remem- 
bered. It may; but also the child may 
remember more vividly the motion of 
coloring, or even the fact that he got 
angry because Johnny had the red 
crayon he wanted. Last summer in our 
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Vacation Bible School work, we felt the 
need of using the entire class periods 
for definite Bible teaching, but did not 
wish to take from the children the work 
with their hands to which they were 
accustomed and which they would en- 
joy. To solve the problem, instead of 
the usual ten cr fifteen minutes spent in 
coloring each day, we prepared coloring 
books with a picture and story for each 
lesson, which the little ones took home 
uncolored at the close of the school. 
Needless to say, they were delighted 
with them, and learned much more of 
the precious Word besides. Any benefits 
they may have derived from coloring 
the pictures in the classroom were still 
theirs as they colored them in the home, 
only more so, for it caused them to re- 
view their lessons after the actual teach- 
ing time was past. 

It is doubtful if we can teach much 
about Christ the Good Shepherd who 
giveth His life for the sheep by having 
the children make for themselves a shep- 
herd costume, more or less like those 
worn when Christ was on earth, or a 
doll. We hear of many activities of a 
like nature. For one thing they involve 
much of art teaching. And though teach- 
ing art is a good thing in itself, let us 
leave it to the public schools, for we 
have something profoundly more valu- 
able to teach. 

In the next group we shall mention 
those activities by which the child learns 
to do by doing. A common example in 
secular learning is that of a youngster 
acquiring the art of writing. He learns 
to write by writing. In Christian edu- 
cation there are certain desirable abil- 
ities which may be acquired by practice, 
as locating Bible references, 

Playing at the real thing forms a valid 
group of activities in our public schools. 
Children learn how our mail is handled 
by playing post office. As a part of our 
Christian teaching we shall have to omit 
this group entirely, for we desire no 
less than the real thing in salvation and 
the Christian life. 

Last we shall consider doing the real 
thing, the greatest part of our activity 
program. Pupils who are old enough, 
and they are often old enough long 
before we think, handle the Bible for 
themselves, learning to make efficient 
use of the Scriptures, and also to de- 
pend, not upon the teacher’s word, but 
upon “thus saith the Lord.” 

Songs and memory verses have already 
been mentioned, but we cannot omit 
them here, for who can deny that quot- 
ing Scripture and singing Gospel songs 
are an aid to the spiritual life of the 
child? 

Is an ordinary Sunday school class 
period too long for a lesson for Be- 
ginners or Primaries? I have not found 
it to be so, but, if it is, there are worth- 
while things to do that will accomplish 
far more than merely keeping the pupils 
occupied. More time can well be spent 
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on Scripture memory work, and the in- 
terest of the children will not lag if the 
procedure is varied by using motions 
where suitable, or simple games that are 
easily invented. I like to use some Sys- 
tem of awards for the memory work 
that can be handled by the children 
themselves, but I choose something that 
will not be too complicated for them. 
Rather than use paste from jars, which is 
a time-consuming, messy procedure at 
best, I prepare stickers for any pasting 
work by spreading mucilage on the back 
and allowing it to dry. The pupils 
moisten them like a postage stamp, The 
teacher who is putting forth her best 
efforts toward using every minute of the 
class period in the most advantageous 
way will find other ideas presenting 
themselves. 

Mest little ones would gladly spend 
more time in singing. Extra moments 
during the class period could well be 
spent in teaching them the simpler 
choruses and songs that are used by the 
whole school in opening and closing ex- 
ercises. A song with a real message 
that is understood by the child may be 
of great value in bringing him to Christ. 
The song itself should be simple enough 
to bring the message to the child with- 
out a long explanation, for the chances 
are the child will forget the explanation, 
but will remember the song he sings. 
Of course a few words to make the 
meaning clear may be necessary. 

For saved children, actual missionary 
activities are splendid, in or out of the 
classroom, such as giving, handing out 
tracts, and inviting others. 

The greatest, most wonderful of pupil 
activities that I can think of, and the 
one that should be the pupil activity as 
far as our Sunday school teaching is 
concerned, is that which takes place 
when a child accepts Christ as his Sav- 
iour. I do not mean the act of raising 
his hand or any other outward act at 
the teacher’s request because, alas, little 
children are sometimes led unintention- 
ally to think such an act means salva- 
tion. I do mean the quiet transaction 
that takes place in the heart of the child 
as he places his faith in Christ for sal- 
vation as a result of hearing the Word 
proclaimed. “For with the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salva- 
tion” (Rom, 10:10), 

After a child is saved he should be 
given an opportunity to tell what the 
Lord has done for him, encouraged but 
not coaxed, for a simple testimony com- 
ing spontaneously from the heart of a 
child is far more precious than a set 
of words and phrases that he knows the 
teacher expects him to say or that he 
has heard someone else say. Saved chil- 
dren shoula be taught to pray, silently 
when others lead, and then encouraged 
to lead in prayer in the classroom, a 
short simple prayer from his heart. 
Here again, coaxing a child and getting 
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him to say words, just because he is ex- 
pected to, is not a good policy. Most 
of us have heard testimonies and prayers 
from adults that are mere words in- 
tended to sound well to others; surely 
we ought not to train children in such 
things. A child who is truly saved can 
usually be led by an _ understanding 
teacher to speak for the Lord and to 
pray earnestly and sincerely, not some 
words he has memorized, but the real 
prayer of his heart. If his words in the 
classroom are not artificial, he will be 
very apt to speak for his Saviour out- 
side of the classroom. And, though his 
unaffected, childish way of expressing 
himself may not seem to amount to 
much, we know it is well pleasing unto 
the Lord, for does He not ask of all of us 
that we become as little children? (Matt. 
18:3, 4.) And has He not chosen the 
weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mighty? (1 Cor. 
1:27.) The testimony of a little child, 
simple though it may be, can be used 
to win someone else to Christ, 

I could name many other activities 
and other visual aids, but no more need 
be mentioned here, for the Sunday school 
teacher may test each one by the re- 
sults he hopes to attain. 

What a rich opportunity one has in the 
Sunday school classroom! Little chil- 
dren, who are so easily won to Christ, 
may be led to the Saviour, or the op- 
portunity may be lost by spending the 
time in amusing the boys and girls with 
playthings that give them nothing of 
eternal value, and in reality do harm 
by postponing the time the true Gospel 
message is given them until it is much 
harder to win them. 

BESSEMER, MICH. 
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“Building a School by Visitation 
and Prayer’’ 
(Continued from second page) 


vigil over our school, and minimize 
absenteeism. The departmental man 
organizes the grades according to day 
schocl grade and age, and supplies 
teachers and substitutes for the classes. 
On Promotion Day, which is observed 
early in October, all scholars are 
graded and advanced accordingly. 

The general superintendent guides 
the spiritual life of the school and 
advises the officers and teachers. Since 
he is also the associate pastor of the 
church, his duty is twofold —to build 
a strong Bible school, and to integrate 
the scholars into the life of the church, 
More than fifty per cent of all Bible 
schoc] scholars are lost in the transi- 
tion period between the high school 
age and the early twenties. Keeping 
young folks of this age active in the 
work of the Bible school insures their 
activity in the church. Most of our 
baptisms come out of the Bible school, 
where they have found Christ, and 
professed him as their Saviour before 
their fellow students. We find this 
system very productive in keeping to- 
gether the coming church constituents 
and in the winning of souls for Christ. 
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LESSON 6. FEBRUARY 11. JESUS MEETS HUMAN NEED 


Golden Text. —Jesus . . . 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Mark 6:34 And Jesus, when he came out, 
and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were 
as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them 


many things. 


unto him, and said, This is a desert place, and now the time is 


far passed: 


36 Send them away, that they may go into the country round 
about, and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they 


have nothing to eat. 


37 He answered, and said unto them, Give ye them to eat. 
And they say unto him, Shall we go and buy two hundred penny- 


worth of bread, and give them to eat? 


38 He saith unto them, How many loaves have ye? go and see. 
And when they knew, they say, Five, and two fishes. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


ESPITE the extreme treatment 
D which our Lord had received at 

the hands of His own townspecple 
of Nazareth early in His ministry ‘Luke 
4: 16-30), He would not leave Galilee 
without giving them an opportunity to 
repent. While they did not repeat their 
violence, they met His advances with 
stolid unbelief, so that Jesus scrrowfully 
turned away, leaving behind only such 
traces of blessing as a few glimmers of 
faith would allow (Mark 6:1-6). 

It was now time to put the twelve 
chosen apostles to work, so He sent them 
out well instructed (see Matt. 10:5-42) 
to be His ministers to the surrounding 
towns and villages. So successful was 
their mission that it brought the fame 
of Jesus to the ears of Herod (Mark 6: 
14), whose accusing conscience drove 
him to the conclusion that this must be 
John the Baptist, whom he had slain, 
raised to life again (vs. 14-29). Such 
strenuous labors called for a period of 
rest, when the experiences of their mis- 
sion could be thoroughly examined, and 
lessors learned fer future undertakings. 
But “headquarters” was no place for 
rest. so they headed by boat for Beth- 
saida (Luke 9:10) on the east side of 
Jordan, at the north end of the Sea of 
Galilee. 

The hoved-for quiet was rot to be found, 
however. They landed near Bethsaida, 
only to discover that the Galileans had 
made better time on foot, and were there 
in thousands clemoring for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The popularity of Jesus 
was now at its peak, and the crowds 
were more and more demanding. Our 
lesson reveals the reactions of the dis- 
ciples and of the Lord Himself. 

Luke’s account says that Bethsaida 


Mark 6:7 to 7:23; printed text, 6:34-44 


was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he 
began to teach them many things. 


Mark 6:34 


39 And he commanded them to make all sit down by com- 


saw much people, 


panies upon the green grass. 
40 And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and by fifties. 
41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he 


: — looked up to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave 
35 And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came them to his disciples to set before them; and the two fishes 


divided he among them all. 


42 And they did all eat, and were filled. 


of the fishes. 


men. 
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was the place chosen for the period of 
rest (chap. 9:10), but Mark affirms that 
they returned to Bethsaida after the 
experiences here recorded (chap. 6:45). 
There is no contradiction. There were 
two Bethsaidas. The one, where they 
went for rest, was Bethsaida Julias, in 
the district of Gaulanitis, and lay east 
of the Jordan, near the north shore of 
the Sea of Galilee. The other, Bethsaida 
of Galilee, lay close to Capernaum, and 
was the fishing village from which 
Philip, Peter, and Andrew came (John 
1:44). It shared with Capernaum and 
Chorazin (another adjoining town) the 
high privilege of our Lord’s ministry, 
and also the desolation of His judgment, 
because of its refusal to repent (Matt. 
11:21-24). (For a discussion of the two 
Bethsaidas, see article “Bethsaida” in 
“The International Standard Bible En- 
cyclopedia.”) 
Verse by Verse 

Mark 6:34.—“Jesus _.. came... saw 

. was moved began to teach.” 

Here is our Lord’s version of Julius 
Caesar’s famous report: “Veni, vidi, 
vici” (“I came, I saw, I conquered”). 
Put a heart of infinite love into this 
sequence, and see how utterly appropri- 
ate it is. He “came out” with a purpose- 
ful will: He “saw” with eyes of under- 
standing: He “was moved” with profound 
compassion: He “began to teach,” and 
one can imagine the tenderness of the 
teaching. Notice how often teaching is 
spoken of under the figure of shepherd- 
ing (John 21:17; Acts 20:28, and so 
forth). 

Verse 35.—“This is a desert place, and 
now the time is far passed.” As if the 
Lord were ignorant of these facts! They 
began to treat Him as if He were a child 
unconscious of the situation. See how 
the disciples’ minds were taken up with 
place and time, while the Lord’s concern 
was souls, 


43 And they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments, and 
44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about five thousand 
Lessons based on International Sunday Schoo! Lessons: the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


Verse 36.—“Send them away, .. . for 
they have nothing.” The disciples’ rea- 
son for wishing to send them away was 
exactly our Lord’s reason for not send- 
ing them away. See Luke 1:53. The 
disciples were doubtless a bit resentful 
that their expected time of quietness 
had been spoiled. They were emoticn- 
ally spent, and unequal to the new de- 
mands. 

Verse 37.—“Give ye them to eat.” The 
command was given with regard to the 
need, not with regard to the supplies on 
hand. That would seem like an im- 
practical basis of action to us, but con- 
sider who it is that gives the order! 
“Shall we go and buy .. . and give?” 
Here were men conscious of their bank- 
ruptcy in face of such a need. Too often 
we come up against needy people but 
our own vessel is so empty that we can- 
not effectively deal with them. 

Verse 38.—“How many loaves have ye? 
go and see.” Stocktaking is an excellent 
discipline, for the Christian as well as 
for the merchant. It is good to discover 
that we have no more than five loaves 
and two small fish. It will take the self- 
sufficiency out of us. Only to the reckon- 
ing of our resources we should add, plus 
Christ. See Philippians 4:13. The loaves 
referred to were small, flat barley cakes, 
supplied by a young boy (John 6:9). 

Verses 39, 40.—“By companies ... in 
ranks.” The Lord is a master of order, 
as witness all creation. The word “com- 
panies” refers to guests at a party. The 
breaking up into groups made the mea! 
more “homey” and sociable. The total 
effect was like a great series of garden- 
plots (ranks), neatly arranged and bril- 
liant in color. } 

Verse 41—“He looked up ... and 
blessed, and brake .. . and gave.” Jesus 
recognized the source of the gift (Jas. 
1:17). His action reminds one of the 
wave offering (Lev, 23:17). The multi- 





76 =«(8) 


plication doubtless took place in the act 
of breaking, as the widow’s oil increased 
in the act of pouring out (2 Kings 4: 
3-6). Then He made the disciples, who 
had nothing, the dispensers of His abun- 
dance. 

Verse 42.—“‘And they did all eat, and 
were filled.” The walk from Capernaum, 
and the long period out-of-doors, would 
whet their appetite, but none lacked. 
It was no case of making famine rations 
go around, but letting every man eat his 
fill. This miracle of multiplication had 
nothing to do with the natural laws of 
increase, 


Verse 43.—“Twelve baskets full of the 
fragments.” The basket here referred to 
was the provision basket, carried on the 
back. The number suggests that each 
disciple may have had his own basket. 
In the feeding of the four thousand 
(Mark 8:8), a larger basket is in view. 
Here is a picture of plenty without 
waste. 

Verse 44.—“About five thousand men.” 
Matthew adds, “beside women and chil- 
dren” (Matt. 14:21). The language and 
the circumstances indicate that it was 
predominantly a crowd of men. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The real heart of this lesson is in one 
verse, the first verse of our printed por- 
tion. It will always be associated in my 
mind with Dr. G. Campbell Morgan, for 
the only time I ever heard him preach 
was on this verse, and the compassion 
of Jesus was indelibly impressed upon 
my heart. Our Lord looked on the mul- 
titude with very different eyes from the 
industrialist, who sees so many hands; 
from the promoter of sports events, who 
sees so many box seats. Jesus saw need, 
such desperate need, that His whole be- 
ing was “moved with compassion.” He 
saw men “as sheep not having a shep- 
herd.” These restless, impulsive, pitiful 
surges of the crowd were indicative of 
their soul-hunger and of their leaderless 
condition. The shepherds of Israel had 
woefully failed, and the sheep were scat- 
tered. Jesus longed to shepherd them, 
and by feeding them, both spiritually 
and physically, offered Himself to them. 

“Send them away,” urged the disci- 
ples, not yet endowed with the shepherd- 
heart, and restive under the responsi- 
bility of a hungry throng. “Give ye 
them to eat,” replied the Lord, so teach- 
ing that responsibility is to be met, not 
avoided. Our own resources may look 
ridiculous in face of the demands, but 
these resources, surrendered into the 
hands of the Lord Jesus, bring the addi- 
tion of His infinite resources, and be- 
come more than ample. “Little is much 
when God is in it.” 

What an honor to be made a dispenser 
of God’s bounty! George Miiller, dis- 
tributing eight million dollars, yet al- 
ways a poor man, is richer by far than 
the world’s multimillionaires with all 
their luxury. But let us never think of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
5. February 4.—The Mighty Worker. 
Mark 4:35 to 6:6 
Next Week’s Lesson 


7. February 18.—Jesus the Christ. 
Mark 7:24 to 9:1 








ourselves, in material or spiritual minis- 
try, as other than dispensers. We are 
not producers. The miracle is His. 

The miracle in the physical realm is 
certainly a parable of our Lord’s activ- 
ity in the spiritual realm, as He clearly 
indicated in His later “clash” with the 
crowd (John 6:26-35). In that higher 
ministry the bread is Himself, given for 
us, truly “the bread of life.” How do 
we dispense Him? We offer Him to men 
as He is presented in the Word. 

When all this is said, we cannot es- 
cape the fact that our Lord commanded 
His disciples to give material bread to 
physically hungry people, and the com- 
mand still stands, constituting our war- 
rant for a ministry of benevolence 
wherever need exists. 


Outline of the Lesson 
SEEING THE SAVIOUR 

1. The Saviour cares for the multitude 
(Mark 6:34). 

2. The Saviour challenges faith (vs, 35- 
38). 

3. The Saviour commands order (vs. 39, 
40). 

4. The Saviour creates abundance (vs. 
41, 42). 

5. The Saviour conserves overplus (v. 
43). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HY did the Lord Jesus Christ and 
His disciples cross over to Beth- 
saida? 

2. What is the Bethsaida problem, and 
how is it answered? 

3. In what respect did the crowd act 
like shepherdless sheep? 

4. How could these Jews be said to 
have no shepherd? 

5. What threw the disciples into a 
panic? 

6. How did our Lord’s calculations dif- 
fer from those of the disciples? 

7. Why did the Lord bother with the 
trivial supply in the hands of the dis- 
ciples, when He could just as easily have 
“started from scratch’? 

8. What remarkable side light is 
thrown on the character of Jesus in this 
incident? 

9. What part can we play in feeding 
hungry souls? 

10. Why was Jesus so careful about 
the fragments? 

(Answers on page 81) 
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Topics for Development 

Holidays, Holidays are necessary. It 
is God’s intention that the workaday life 
should be broken into by seasons of rest 
and recreation. Night is for rest. Con- 
sider God’s provision for Israel in the 
Sabbath, the Passover, the Feast of 
Tabernacles, the Jubilee, and other sus- 
pensions of common duty. These all 
served for physical and mental and 
social renewal, but always spiritual re- 
freshing and blessing were in mind. 
Here Jesus has invited His disciples to 
have a holiday after strenuous labors. 
They need physical, mental, emotional, 
and spiritual refreshing. But the holi- 
day is disturbed by the clamor of needy 
people, and the Lord compensates His 
disciples’ loss with the exhilaration of a 
new task wrought by the power of His 
mighty hands. In holiday seasons we 
must not insulate ourselves from human 
need. God's children have secret springs 
of refreshing. See John 4:31-34, 

The Human Channel, The mighty Sav- 
iour was face to face with human need. 
He was abundantly equal to the demands 
of the situation, The apparently meager 
supply was more than sufficient in His 
hand. But He called others to His help. 
Not a crumb of that bountiful provision 
but went through the hands of the dis- 
ciples. His were the miracle hands, 
theirs were the dispensing hands, and 
the miracle hands reached through the 
dispensing hands to fill the empty hands 
of the waiting people. How wonderful 
to be the link between a sufficient Sav- 
iour and a needy sinner! The distribu- 
tor must never take the glory as if he 
were the provider. See 2 Corinthians 4:7. 


Personal Applications 

“Tf at first you don’t succeed, try again.” 
After having His life threatened at Naz- 
areth, Jesus returned to press His offers 
and claims. . 

Does the name of Jesus bring terrify- 
ing remembrance of sin, or the peace of 
sins forgiven? 

Do not invite Jesus to go on holiday 
with you, but accept His invitation to 
go on holiday with Him. It may turn 
out to be a “bus man’s holiday,” but it 
will be wonderfully exhilarating and re- 
freshing. 

We are so punctilious about “place” 
and “time.” Jesus is all taken up with 
human need. 

The slogans of two kinds of churches: 
“Send them away for they have 


nothing,” and, “Ever welcome to this 
house of God are strangers and the 
poor.” 


If your supplies are not enough to go 
round, hand them over to Jesus. 

Organization can be a crushing ma- 
chine, or it can be like a well-ordered 
garden (suggested by the Greek word 
for ranks in v. 40). 

What Jesus blesses goes a long way. 


Golden Text 
Mark 6:34——The compassion of Jesus, 
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Lesson for February 11 


as shown in our Golden Text, and the 
suggestion of the disciples (v. 36) are 
in marked contrast. Let us pray for the 
heart of Jesus, and we shall be moved 
to action instead of simply disturbed by 
intrusion. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HYMNS 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
“Take the Name of Jesus With You” 
“Saviour, Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 


Prayer Before the Lesson.--Our 
blessed Lord, whose pity goes out to all 
perplexed and wandering souls, “all we 
like sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way.” For- 
give us, receive us, and then, “like a 
shepherd lead us, much we need Thy 
tender care.” Withhold it not, but teach 
us to acknowledge Thee in all our ways, 
that Thou mightest direct our paths. 
Where sickness and sadness darken any 
home let Thy presence give light and 
healing. comfort and cheer. Where men 
are perplexed, give them heavenly wis- 
dom and divine direction. May Thy 
Kingdom come and Thy will be done on 
earth as in Heaven. Open to us Thy 
truth today, and keep us walking in its 
light every day, for Thy name’s sake. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—A book called 
“Puzzled People” has recently been pub- 
lished in England. It tells the results 
of an inquiry into people’s thoughts to- 
day about God, death, and the Here- 
after, churchgoing. prayer, and similar 
subjects. One question asked of people 
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in various walks of life was this: “What 
do you consider the true purpose of 
life?” Thirty-seven per cent had no 
clear ideas on the purpose of life. It 
was a mystery to them, and the whole 
inquiry showed many folk today to be 
puzzled people. Nineteen hundred years 
after Christ there are many people like 
those in today’s lesson, people like sheep 
without a shepherd. 

That is exactly what we are until we 
come to Christ, souls without a shep- 
herd. We cannot say, “The Lord is my 
shepherd,” for we do not know the Lord, 
In a puzzled way we wander through life 
and wonder what it is all about. But 
we need not be as sheep without a 
shepherd. We need not go through life 
never sure what life is for, never sure 
about God, and all in the dark about 
death and the Hereafter. God's Word 
has the answer to our questions on life 
and death and God. And the Lord Jesus 
stands ready to make us right with God, 
lead us through this life, and bring us 
to our heavenly Home at last. 
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Are you like a sheep without a shep- 
herd? Or can you sing in reality and 
truth, “The King of love my Shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never’? The 
Lord Jesus has the saine loving concern 
for unshepherded souls today as when 
He was here. He will be your Shepherd 
if you will ask Him. Just pray, “Sav- 
iour, like a shepherd lead us, much we 
need Thy tender care,” and He will meet 
that need of yours, 

Vancouver, B. C., Can, 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Jesus, when he came out saw 
much people” (Mark 6:34).—What a mis- 
sionary He was! He saw much people 
as sheep without a shepherd, and had 
compassion on them and taught them 
many things. 

Each follower of Christ should see the 
same sight—‘“much people”—a world 
full of them! And the sight should not 


harden him, but rather draw out genuine 


compassion, 
And, because they are as sheep with- 


(9) 77 


out a shepherd, diligent effort should be 
made to teach them “many things.” 

One of the finest things to teach them 
is the fact that there is a Shepherd for 
them — even the Lord Himself. As the 
good Shepherd, He gave His life for the 
sheep (John 10:11). As the great Shep- 
herd, He rose from among the dead and 
lives to tend His sheep (Heb. 13:20). As 
the chief Shepherd, He will return to 
receive His sheep and usher them into 
the heavenly fold (1 Pet. 5:4). 

Red China’s troops in Korea furnished 
the world with an impressive illustration 
of much people. Convoys, miles in 
length, were seen on the roads. Mod- 
ern weapons of warfare could not kill 
them fast enough to stop them. On and 
on they came like ants and locusts — 
and there was no end in sight! It is 
estimated that as far as man power alone 
is concerned, China can furnish fifty 
million men; and the population in- 
creases so rapidly that China could keep 
on furnishing soldiers indefinitely. 

Dr. W. W. Martin says: “In a certain 
mission church I had put over the clock 
these words: ‘83 a minute.’ At last a 
deputation came to me and said, ‘Will 
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you kindly take that down? It haunts 
us. They knew it meant that eighty- 
three souls a minute were passing into 
eternity — possibly without ever hearing 
of the Lord Jesus Christ: Are you quite 
happy about it?” 

“And when the day was now far 
spent” (Mark 6:35).—The reference is 
to the literal day in which the Lord 
wrought the miracle of feeding the mul- 
titude; but we can apply it to the day 
of God’s grace—the day in which we 
can still proclaim the Gospel of Christ. 

The present State of Israel, the West- 
ern union of European nations, the 
changed conditions of the Far East, the 
unrest in Egypt, and the development of 
Russia and her satellites can, at least, 
be regarded as indications that the time 
has about come for the Lord to resume 
His dealings with Israel and the nations 
(Acts 15:14-17). And if that time is 
near, how much nearer is the time for 
Him to return in the air to receive His 
Church! (1 Thess. 4:16, 17.) 


“Send them away , . . that they may 


... buy themselves bread” (Mark 6:36). 
—At this time the apostles lacked the 
compassion which they should have had 
for the multitudes. And they did not 
grasp the purpose of the Lord’s mission 
in the world. They said, “Send them 
away.” He said, “Make all sit down.” 
They said, “Let them buy themselves 
bread”; He said, “Give ye them to eat.” 

One is reminded of the missionary 
candidate who was engaged in colportage 
work in the homeland before leaving for 
the foreign field. He called at a home 
and asked the lady of the house, “May 
I sell you a Bible, madam?” “My, bless 
you,” she replied, “we have more Bibles 
now than we can use! We have the 
Old Testament Bible, the New Testament 
Bible, the Holy Bible, and besides we 
have the Reversed Version Bible also.” 

“True,” thought the missionary, “it is 
this last mentioned Bible that is evi- 
dently read by many Christians. The 
Reversed Version! When the Word says, 
‘Go,’ they with one accord stay at home. 
When it says, ‘Give,’ and ‘Send,’ the 
Gospel to all the world, they seem to 
think it says, ‘Enough to do at home.’” 


“And they did all eat, and were filled” 
(Mark 6:42).—He fed them with bread 
and fish. “Bread” occurs 300 times in 
the Holy Scriptures and points to 
Christ’s body given for the life of the 
world (John 6:51); and the fish-drawn 
up out of the water might speak to us 
of His resurrection (Psa. 18:16). 

At any rate, the death of Christ for 
our sins, His burial, and His resurrec- 
tion for our justification are the out- 
standing facts of the Gospel which is 
“the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth.” All may eat 
and be filled today. 

Let no one discount what may happen 
when the saving, satisfying power of God 
in Christ is proclaimed to a world of 
hungry souls, » 
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“And they took up twelve baskets... 
of the fragments” (Mark 6:43).—This 
was done “that nothing be lost.” The 
U.S.A., sad to say, is a very wasteful 
country. All the plowing under of 
crops, the wasting of millions upon mil- 
lions of dollars worth of potatoes, eggs, 
and butter is most displeasing to the 
Lord. 

On each plate in the dining room of a 
Bible conference I attended was placed 
a card bearing the following lines: 

If butter, or salt, I take more than I use, 

My conscience will straightway the waster 

accuse; 

For He who redeemed me at infinite cost, 

Said: “Gather the fragments that nothing 

be lost.” 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the miracle in which the 

Lord Jesus fed, until they “were all 
filled,” five thousand men (Matthew says, 
“beside women and children”) with five 
barley cakes and two dried lake fishes, is 
perhaps the most spectacular of all, unless 
its wonder was exceeded by the raising 
of Lazarus from the tomb after he had 
been dead four days. But this feeding 
miracle involved a great multitude of 
people. It dealt with bread and meat 
right out in the open daylight before 
the astonished eyes of thousands who 
were hungry and had none and were 
needing it. It is one of the incidents 
recorded by all four of the Gospel 
writers, and in each record the state- 
ment is made that the supply to begin 
with was only “five loaves and .. . two 
fishes.” 

I wish the text might have been taken 
from John’s account, because it is there 
we learn what an important part was 
taken by a lad in the feeding. Andrew 
said to the Lord, “There is a lad here, 
which hath five barley loaves, and two 
small fishes: but what are they among 
so many?” (John 6:9.) Andrew seemed 
to have a faint idea that Jesus could 
do something wonderful with the boy’s 
lunch, but as soon as he mentioned it, 
apparently he felt foolish and tried to 
hedge. Jesus’ only reply was, “Make 
the men sit down.” It must have been 
a great sight — five thousand men (be- 
sides women and children) arranged in 
groups of hundreds and fifties, sitting 
there on the seashore, hungry, and wait- 
ing to be fed from a boy’s lunch basket. 
But they did not sit and wait in vain, for 
here came the disciples quickly into the 
ranks, moving among them with their 
arms full of food, plenty of food, both 
bread and fishes as much as they could 
eat. “And they ... were all filled”! 
Twelve baskets full of left-over scraps 
were gathered up. All this from five 
barley cakes and two small fishes which 
a boy had in his hands for himself, but 
yielded into the hands of Jesus. 
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Fellows, God is teaching us by this 
four-times-recorded miracle that what 
we yield into the hands of Jesus Christ 
takes on tremendous proportions. No 
matter what it is we have —and every- 
body has something—whether talent, 
or property, or money, or influence, or 
time, or knowledge, or skill— when we 
surrender it into Jesus’ hands it becomes 
a new and very much expanded thing, 
something that fills us with surprise and 
wonder. I wish I might have seen that 
boy with his eyes almost popping out 
of their sockets when he saw what Jesus 
did with his lunch. I would even be 
content to hear him tell about it when 
he got back home that evening. One 
interesting thing about it is that al- 
though he gave his lunch away, he 
had more than he could eat when the 
distribution was made. And he must 
have had a special satisfaction in his 
enjoyment of it. 

How to invest what we have, of vari- 
ous values, to get the most profit is a 
problem; and sometimes we are cha- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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grined by how foolishly we have spent. 
But I tell you, fellows, you will never 
mate a mistake in placing values in the 
hands of Jesus. He makes it yield a 
huncrecfold, and He gives us back many 
times more than a huncredfold in bless- 
ing — blessing so great that we will al- 
ways say, “How glad I am that I did it!” 
FonTANA Dam, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


KNOW a woman who goes to a psy- 

chiatrist every now and then to tell 
him all her trecubles and protlems. He 
charges fifteen dollars for each inter- 
view, and the advice he gives her is 
about what any sensible person would 
suggest. She admits this is an expensive 
business, but she says it is worth it be- 
cause of the relief that comes from tell- 
ing one’s troubles to a sympathetic lis- 
tener. This is a human need. Mental 
hygienists call this form of relief ca- 
tharsis. The Lord Jesus can meet that 
need, and He does not charge fifteen 
dollars for each interview. 

In today’s lesson we will find Christ 
meeting many different kinds of human 
needs. 

Turn to Mark 6:7. What did the dis- 
ciples need as they went forth to preach? 
(Power and instruction.) From whom 
did they get these things? (From the 
Lord Jesus.) 

When they came back from their 
preaching tour they needed a sympa- 
thetic listener. They did not go to a 
psychiatrist. To whom did they go? (v. 
30.) What did they tell the Lord when 
they gathered themselves unto Him? I 
think we should do this ourselves, Every 
Sunday night we shculd go to the Lord 
and tell Him what we have done and 
what we have taught. 

Read verse 31 and see what the dis- 
ciples needed next. (Rest.) Who ar- 
ranged for that? 

Now we must leave the needs of the 
disciples for a little while and consider 
the needs of the multitude. 

In verse 34 we find that the people 
“were as sheep not having a shepherd.” 
They were lost, and did not know to 
whem to turn. They desperately needed 
spiritual auidance, and so Jesus began 
to teach them, 

Their next need was food for the body, 
They had been without food for many 
hours. The disciples thought that the 
people should look after their own needs. 
They suggested that Christ disperse the 
crowd and let them buy food, here and 
there as they could. But that was not 
the Lord’s plan. Our seaside reporter 
will tell what He did. 

GREAT TEACHER FEEDS 
Five THOUSAND LISTENERS 


Jesus of Nazareth has been performing 
many-miracles. Today He departed with 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


His disciples by ship for a spot where 
they could have quiet fellowship to- 
gether. The mu!'titude followed Him, so 
Jesus taught them all day. As it was 
getting toward evening the disciples 
asked Him to send the people away so 
that thev could get something to eat. 
Jesus asked them how much food there 
was in that place. All there was was five 
small loaves and twc small fishes. Jesus 
looked up to Heaven and blessed the 
food and broke it and gave it to His 
disciples to pass out to the people. 
Everyone there had as much as he 
wanted to eat and there were twelve 
baskets full left over! Jesus claims to 
be the Son of God and He must be, 
for who else could feed more than five 
thousand people with only five loaves 
and two small fishes?—Harriet, your sea- 
side reporter. 


Notice how completely the Lord Jesus 
met the need of the multitude. Verse 
42, “And they did all eat, and were 
filled.” And then as our reporter told 
us, there were twelve baskets of food 
left over. That is the kind of provision 
our God makes! “My God shall supply 
all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 

Now the multitude has gone home, fed 
in both soul and body, so we can turn 
back again to the needs of the disciples. 
We find two more in the next story. 

Doris, the Gennesaret reperter, will 
tell us what happened. As she reads 
her news item, see if you can find what 
these needs were. 


JEsUS WALKS ON WATER 

The disciples were in a ship, helplessly 
tossing around on a wild sea, and there 
was only One who saw them. About 
the fourth watch of the night He came 
to them, walking on the water. When 
the disciples saw Him coming they were 
frightened, thinking they saw a spirit, 
so they cried out with fear. Then the 
Lord Jesus said to them, “Be of good 
cheer: it is I: be not afraid.” As soon 
as He got into the ship the wind ceased, 
and the disciples were astonished. Then 
they came here to Gennesaret. When 
they landed here everyone brought sick 
people to Him. As many as touched 
Him were made well.—Doris, reporter 
for Gennesaret. 

The disciples needed help in their 
rowing because the wind was contrary. 
They needed to have their fears dispelled 
when they saw Jesus walking on the 
water. How did He reassure them? (He 
said, “Be of good cheer: it is I: be not 
afraid.”) What about their difficulty 
with the rowing? (When Jesus got into 
the boat the wind ceased. Then the row- 
ing was easy. 

The first half of chapter 7 is about the 
Pharisees. They were not conscious of 
having any need, but their need was the 
direst of all. They believed that they 
were good enough for God because they 
were so particular about outward ob- 
servances. But their hearts were full of 
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pride and criticism of others. They 
needed to hear the plain, unvarnished 
truth about themselves to awaken them 
from their smug complacency. 

The Lord Jesus met this need also. 
What did He call them in verse 6? And 
He told them that they observed their 
own traditions rather than the Word of 
God. 

In Mark 7:16 we find the same verse 
we saw twice in chapter 4. How impor- 
tant it is to hear the Word of God! If 
we meet the Lord Jesus daily in prayer 
and over the pages of His Word, He will 
supply every need that we have. Let 
us close by singing “Break Thou the 
bread of life, dear Lord, to me.” 

Assignments: Dorothy from Tyre, 
Mark 7:24-30; Donna from Decapolis, 
Mark 7:31-37; and Helen from Bethsaida, 
Mark 8: 22-26. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus the Great Helper (Mark 6:34-44) 


HE teacher may be able to find at 
least three pictures for this story: 
(1) Christ preaching outdcors (Mark 6: 
34); (2) Christ talking with some dis- 
ciples (vs. 35-38); (perhaps the boy giv- 
ing his lunch, John 6:8, 9): (3) people 
seated in groups eating (Mark 6:39-44). 
Let us repeat that wonderful song of 
David, “The Lord is my shepherd” (Psa. 
23). One time the Lord and His friends 
decided to take a boat trip across the 
lake for a little vacation from all the 
people crowding around them. But what 
do you think! By the time they got 
across the lake, the people were there 
waiting for Him! They had run around 
the lake on foot, so eager were they 
to hear the Lord Jesus. He was sorry 
for those poor folks —they seemed like 
sheep without a shepherd to take care 
of them. So He began to teach them. 
(Read Mark 6:34.) 

No vacation—no rest. Suppertime. 
No one going home. What were they all 
going to eat out there in the country? 
Let us listen in on the conversation. 
(Read vs. 35-38.) Five loaves and two 
fish! Pretty small supper for five thou- 
sand people! But it was enough, “They 
did all eat, and were filled.” How did 
it happen? George will tell us. Now 
Mark will tell us, and you watch for 
what he saw that George did not tell. 
(Read vs. 39-44.) You know it was a 
boy who had that little lunch (John 6:9). 
Maybe he did not want at first to give 
up his own lunch. But he must have 
been glad afterward. He had all he 
wanted and so did five thousand other 
people. It pays to love others enough 
to give up whatever the Lord Jesus asks 
for. He does such wonderful things with 
our little. (If you know of good re- 
sults from the children’s Christmas giv- 
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ing, it would make a good illustration 
of this point.) 

Oh, there are so many people now, 
boys and girls over in Africa, children 
on the streets of America (show pic- 
tures of children or others who need the 
Gospel), who do not have the Lord Jesus 
for their shepherd because they do not 
know about Him, and have never heard 
about His giving His life for them, How 
the Lord Jesus must look down in pity 
on those poor folk without a shepherd, 
and how He wants to help them as He 
did long ago! But He is in Heaven 
now, and counts on our mouths and 
money and help to tell them. 

Find John 10:11, and tell us what it 
means. Is the Lord Jesus your Good 
Shepherd? Our Memory Verse is under- 
lined in red in Mark 6:34. Someone 
read it. “Jesus . . . was moved with 
compassion toward them, because they 
were as sheep not having a shepherd.” 
Do you know any boy or girl who does 
not have the Lord Jesus for his shep- 
herd? Can you get him to come to Sun- 
day school? Then there are the boys 
and girls far across the sea (John 10:16). 
How are they going to get the Lord for 
their shepherd? Oh, I hope you are go- 
ing to make some kind of missionary 
valentine and bring it to Sunday school 
next week. I think there will be some 
money you would have used for gum or 
candy or comic books, which you are 
going to give up for the Lord as that 
other boy gave up his lunch. 

Beside the pictures of those who need 
the Gospel, put up under “Jesus sees us” 
a valentine as suggested above—a 
double red heart open; perhaps with “I 
like candy, I like gum,” bn one half, 
illustrated by a chocolate wrapper and a 
gum wrapper; and on the other half: 
“But helping Jesus is more fun,” illus- 
trated by a coin attached with sticky 
tape. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations gre accepted may be had from the 
Times fof 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

John G. Paton’s Concern for a Cab- 

man.—And Jesus . . . saw much pecple, 
. . 7 

and was moved with compassion (Mark 
6:34). John G. Paton, the great mission- 
ary to the New Hebrides, the last time 
he visited this country spoke in western 
Ohio to a company of ministers. At the 
close of the meeting a cab took him 
and three other ministers to their places 
of entertainment. It was snowing and 
blowing fiercely, but when Dr, Paton 
stepped from the cab he put his hand on 
the shoulder of the cabman and asked, 
“Have you given your life to the Lord 
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Jesus Christ?” What an example of love 
for souls: this old, white-haired patri- 
arch, who had literally transformed the 
cannibal islands of the New Hebrides 
from savagedom to Christianity, standing 
in a blinding snowstorm in (so-called) 
Christian America, talking to a cabman 
about his soul! What a life of compas- 
sion !—From the King’s Business. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, David City, Nebr. 
Prize illustration. 


“Full of What?”—He answered and 
said unto them, Give ye them to eat. 
And they say unto him, Shall we go 
and buy two hundred pennyworth of 
bread, and give them to eat? (Mark 6: 
37.) In a certain church the minister 
gave to a group of workers the list of 
fall and winter activities, saying, “I’m 
sure you will agree we have a full pro- 
gram.” “Full of what?” asked one of 
the workers. The minister became quite 
angry, but before he could reply, the 
worker said: “Sir, on that program you 
have made no provision to give people 
the Bread of Life. People join the 
church here, but how many of them find 
Christ? We had better get to our knees 
and ask God to show us what His pro- 
gram is for our church.”—Told by one 
of the workers at the above church. 
Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, Ont., 
Can. 


Only a Boy’s Marbles.—He saith unto 
them, How many loaves have ye? go and 
see. And when they knew, they say, 
Five, and two fishes (Mark 6:38). You 
can’t guess how much good the ‘Lord 
may do with even your dime or nickel 
in these days, especially if that dime or 
nickel you give Him to use for others 
is something you really take from your- 
self. One time a poor little boy saw 
all the big people putting money into the 
offering plate. He didn’t have anything 
to give but five marbles in his pocket. 
He put them into the plate! People 
around must have smiled as they saw 
the strange offering drop in. After the 
meeting, one of the deacons asked the 
child if he wanted his marbles back. 
“Oh, no, I gave them to the Lord Jesus.” 
As the story was told from one to an- 
other, a rich man said, “I'll give a hun- 
dred dollars for that boy’s marbles.” 
That was another kind of miracle 
change, from 5 cents to $100. You may 
never know just how much your little 
gift is worth in God's eyes, but be sure 
if you really give with love to help, the 
Lord will use it and it will look big 
in Heaven.—From Ruth E, Dow, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. 
J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


Just Like a Dog.—And when he had 
taken the five loaves and the two fishes, 
he looked up to heaven, and blessed, 
and brake the loaves, and gave them to 
his disciples (Mark 6:41). Jackie Hill 
was eating dinner with the large family 
next door. When all were seated, Jackie, 
as usual, bowed his head for the bless- 
ing. Only chatter ensued. Looking up 
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in amazement, he addressed the father 
at the head of the table, “Don’t you 
thank God for the food before you eat?” 
“Why, no, we don’t take time for that,” 
was the embarrassed reply. “You're 
just like my dog; you start right in.”— 
Sent by Clara Yoder, Pasadena, Calif. 


“Nothin’ for Nobody.”—And they did 
all eat, and were filled (Mark 6:42). 
“The boy gave all his lunch to the Mas- 
ter,” young Margaret concluded her re- 
view of the feeding of the five thousand, 
for the other members of the Primary 
class at Trinity Mission, Columbia, §. C., 
“and because He blessed it, there was 
enough for everybody.” “And what do 
you think would have happened,” the 
teacher asked, “if the boy had said, ‘I 
can’t share this; there is only enough for 
me’?” Margaret considered, and then 
said, “It would have squinched up and 
squinched up, and there wouldn’t have 
been nothin’ for nobody.”—From Moody 
Monthly. Sent by Grace Robinson, To- 
peka, Kans. 


Why Deny God’s Power?—And they 
did all eat, and were filled (Mark 6:42). 
I was eating a piece of watermelon some 
months ago, and was struck with its 
beauty. I took some of the seeds and 
weighed them and found that it would 
require some 5,000 seeds to weigh a 
pound. And then I applied mathematics 
to a forty-pound melon. One of these 
seeds, put into the ground, when warmed 
by the sun and moistened by the rain 
goes to work; it gathers from somewhere 
two hundred thousand times its own 
weight, and, forcing this raw material 
through a tiny stem, constructs a water- 
melon. It covers the outside with a 
coating of green; inside of the green it 
puts a layer of white, and within the 
white a core of red, and all through the 
red it scatters seeds, each one capable 
of continuing the work of reproduction. 
I cannot explain the watermelon, but I 
eat it and enjoy it. Everything that 
grows tells a like story of infinite power. 
Why should I deny that a divine hand 
fed a multitude with a few loaves and 
fishes when I see hundreds of millions 
fed every year by a hand which con- 
verts the seeds scattered over the field 
into an abundant harvest? We know 
that food can be multiplied in a few 
months’ time. Shall we deny the power 
of the Creator to eliminate the element 
of time, when we have gone so far in 
eliminating the element of space?—From 
William Jennings Bryan. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


Those Embarrassing Twelve Basket- 
fuls—And they took up twelve baskets 
full of the fragments (Mark 6:43), A 
teacher was telling her girls about the 
time when the Lord Jesus fed the mul- 
titude with the five loaves and the two 
fishes. Said she: “And of course you 
will understand, children, that it does 
not mean that Jesus actually fed all those 
thousands with a few loaves and fishes. 
That would have been impossible. It 
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means that He so fed the people with 
His teaching that they lost all sense of 
bodily hunger, and went home satisfied.” 
But an inquiring girl put this question, 
“But, Miss what was it filled the 
twelve baskets of fragments left over?” 
—From the Christian Herald. Sent by 
M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


He splendid these lessons are for 
children! They can understand the 
stories of these miracles and journeys 
of the Lord. This one is very appealing, 
for it brings in the gift of the little boy’s 
lunch, five loaves and two fishes. Mark 
does not say anything about the boy, but 
John tells us about him. I wish every 
one of you could read to your class the 
lovely poem, “The Boy With a Basket,” 
from Fay Inchfawn’s book of verse, “The 
Little Donkey.” In fact, I wish you each 
had the book, for there are verses for 
several of these lessons. I mentioned 
one last week, and there are several 
others that go along with this quarter’s 
lessons. You may think that children do 
not like poetry, but they like this kind. 
One morning I had a story hour for a 
large group of children, all Primaries and 
Juniors, and I read almost the entire 
book through, and when two hours was 
passed, and I stopped, they clamored, 
“Oh, read about the little gray donkey 
again !” and, “I want to hear about little 
Jonas again!” They love them —and so 
will you 

Jesus and His disciples went in a little 
boat out across from Capernaum to a 
quiet, grassy place. Mark says it was a 
desert place, but I think his idea of a 
desert place and ours are different. We 
think of a desert a sandy place with 
great stretches of sand dunes. At least 
that is the western desert. But it must 
have been like some of our San Joaquin 
valley country before irrigation came, 
with a heavy growth of grass in the 
spring that dried up with the coming of 
hot weather, and left a desert. Jesus 
and the disciples had been so busy they 
had no time even to eat, and they wanted 
some rest and quiet. But the people 
saw them go, and from all the towns 
along the shore the crowd went by land 
and got to this place before Jesus and 
the disciples did. 

The Lord was sorry for them, they so 
needed to know Him, and He began to 
teach them. For hours they listened to 
Him, and then the sun began to get over 
in the west and the disciples were wor- 
ried about this crowd out there with 
nothing to eat, for there were little chil- 
dren with their parents. They came to 
Jesus and told Him He had better send 
them away so they could get something 
to eat. but Jesus asked them why they 
didn’t feed them. They were amazed. 
Should they go and buy a great amount 
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of bread? It would cost too much 
money. 

Then Jesus asked how much food they 
had, and they went to see. It must 
have been then that the little boy of- 
fered his lunch for Jesus to use. Don't 
you wish you might have been that lit- 
tle boy? Just think, giving his lunch 
to Jesus! And so Jesus told all that 
great crowd to sit down on the grass, 
in orderly groups, and He took the loaves 
and fishes and blessed them and gave 
ther to His disciples and they passed 
them out to the crowd. And over five 
thousand people ate all they wanted and 
they gathered up twelve baskets of the 
fragments, the scraps that were left. We 
don’t know how to multiply like that. 
Only God can multiply with that multi- 
plication table. It belongs to Him. 

Were you just wishing you could have 
given your lunch to Jesus? How much 
of what you have do you give to Him? 
For you can still give to Him, you know, 
I heard of a man once who was always 
wishing he had a million dollars, for 
he was anxious to do great things for 
the Lord. He kept saying that for years 
whenever money was wanted for the 
Lord’s work, but those who took the of- 
ferings noticed that his offerings were 
always very small, so one time when he 
was telling his same old story, a man 
asked him how much he would give the 
Lord if he had a million dellars. He 
said he would give it all. Then the man 
answered, “I just took the trouble to 
look up your financial standing, and I 
find you are listed as being worth fifty 
thousand dollars. Why not start by giv- 
ing the Lord ail of and then you'd 
have only nine hundred and fifty thou- 
sand to go?” But the man was furious, 
and left the church. Many people do a 
lot of “wishful giving.” but if vou don't 
give to God out of your little, you would 
not give if you had much 

When I was very small I heard a song 
at Sunday school which I thought said, 
“All my ducks I give to Jesus.” I loved 
that song and sang it lustily. I had no 
ducks! I thought if I had any, I would 
have given them to Jesus, but I wonder 
— would I? I was safe in singing it as 
long as I had no ducks 

Every person has something they can 
give to Jesus, no matter if they are very 
poor. Everyone can give Him his heart, 
and ask His Holy Spirit to come in and 
live there, to guide and teach him. What 
have you given to Jesus, who gave His 
life for you? 

FELTON, CALIF, 

we 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors: and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 76) 

1. The disciples needed quiet and rest 
after their first evangelistic tour (Mark 
6:30, 31). 

2. Luke says they went to Bethsaida 
(Luke 9:10), while Mark says they came 
back to Bethsaida (Mark 6:45). Both 
are right. They went to Bethsaida 
Julias, and returned to Galilean Beth- 
saida. 

3. In their 
stampede. 

4. Their leaders had failed them by 
substituting traditions for the truth of 
God (Mark 7:6-9). 

5. Considerations of place and time 
(chap. 6:35). So much of our thinking 
is on that plane. 

6. He calculated from the measure of 
the need: they reckoned from the ap- 


parent resources, 


impulsive, unreasoned 


7. He always makes our consecration 
the material out of which He performs 
miracles. 

8. He is seen as delighting in order (v, 
39). Compare 1 Corinthians 14:40. 

9. We can be only waiters, setting be- 
fore others what we have received from 
the Lord (v. 41). 

10. The gathering of the fragments was 
an enhancing of the miracle; it pro- 
vided for the Twelve, and it revealed a 
principle of divine operation — bounty 
without waste (John 6:12). 

WHEATON, ILL, 
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Children at Home 
Shirley and Her Black Kid Gloves 


(Retold from Memory) 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


eS” had a kind mother and 
father, but she had no brothers or 
sisters. It was almost time for Shirley’s 
rinth birthday, and her mother and 
father were wondering what to buy her. 

“I wish Shirley liked to read,” said 
her father, “then I would buy her a 
book.” 

“If Shirley were like I used to be, a 
doll would please her more than any- 
thing,” said her mother. “But she does 
not seem to care for dolls.” 

“We will have to ask Shirley what 
she wculd like,” said her father. So 
they called Shirley. “What would you 
like for your birthday?” asked her 
father. 

“I would like a pair of black kid 
gloves better than anything in the 
world,” said Shirley. 

“That is a queer present for a little 
girl,” said her father. “Why do you 
want black kid gloves?” 

“Oh, they are so smooth and soft; I 
just love them.” answered the little girl. 

“Can't you think of something else 





82 (14) 


pet a: 


= 
SEND 5Oc FOR A oaimens 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND: BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 





J a: color, with art 
work and appropriate 
scripture. Ideal for 
gifts to customers, 
or = porien bills 











When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the Times, 











Wells of Living Water 


A series of 14 volumes 
by Dr. R. E. Neighbour 
This series covers a large part of 


the Bible, book by book, from 
Genesis to Revelation. 


Uniformly bound in durable cloth 
binding. 


Old Testament - - 6 volumes 
New Testament - - 8 volumes 


| Complete set, 14 volumes, $18.00 
| Address 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 














Cleveland 1 . e Ohio 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


you would like better?” asked her 
mother. 

“No, I can’t,” said Shirley. “I would 
be perfectly happy if I just had a pair 
of black kid gloves.” So Shirley ect a 
pair of black kid gloves for her birth- 
day. 

The Sunday school where Shirley at- 
tended had the children learn a Bible 
verse for every letter of the alphabet. 
The first one was, “All have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). The teacher told the children 
that they were all sinners, and that they 
needed to be saved. Shirley knew “All 
have sinned, and come short of the glory 
of God” perfectly, but she did not feel 
it in her heart. The Sunday school 
teacher said, “It is a sin to quarrel with 
your brothers and sisters.” But Shirley 
thought, “I never do.” She could not 
quarrel with them because she did not 
have any. 

The Sunday school teacher said, “It 
is a sin to disobey your parents.” But 
Shirley’s father and mother seldom asked 
her to do anything she did not want 
to do. So Shirley thought to herself, 
“I do not disobey my parents.” And so 
she did not come to Jesus to have her 
sins forgiven. 

Shirley always wore beautiful clothes 
at Sunday school, and she thought more 
about her clothes than she did about the 
lesson. Although it was raining the 
Sunday after Shirley’s birthday, she put 
on all her pretty clothes and her new 
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black kid gloves as well. She carried 
an umbrella, so that her clot!.cs would 
not get wet. As she walked aiong she 
thought, “I will look nicer than ar yone 
else at Sunday school None of the 
other girls have black kid gloves.” 

By the time Shirley reached the door 
of the church she was feeling well 
pleased with herself. She knew her 
clothes were beautiful, and the rain al- 
ways made her hair curl. But she was 
afraid her cheeks were pale, because 
they usually were. She thought, “If my 
cheeks were only pink, I would be the 
prettiest girl in the Sunday school.” 
Suddenly she thought, “If I rub my 
cheeks hard it will make them pink.” 
So before she went in, she rubbed her 
cheeks as hard as she could. 

When Shirley went in some of the 
people lcoked at her. And several times 
during the lesson, she noticed some of 
the other children staring at her. Shir- 
ley thought, “I really do look nice.” 
She did not: pay much attention to the 
lesson because she was feeling so very 
proud of herself. 

After the lesson was over, the other 
children went into the main auditorium 
for closing exercises. But Shirley’s 
teacher asked her to wait a minute after 
class. When the other children had 
gone, the teacher said to her, “Did ycu 
look in the mirror, dear, before you 
came to Sunday school this morning? 

Shirley said, “Yes.” She was surprised 
at the question, but she thought her 
teacher must be going to say something 
about how nice she looked. However, 
she did not Shirley's teacher looked 
puzzled as she said, “Well, I cannot un- 
derstand what happened to you, but 
perhaps you would like to look in my 
mirror.” She took a little mirror out 
of her purse and handed it to Shirley. 
Shirley took the mirror, wondering what 
her teacher meant, but when she looked 
into it, instead of seeing the pretty face 
she expected, she saw a dreadful sight! 
There were long black streaks and big 
black smudges on both cheeks! It 
seemed too dreadful to be true. She 
could hardly believe that this was her 
own face. All morning she had thought 
she was the nicest locking girl in the 
Sunday school, and she really was the 
worst looking! No other girl had ever 
come with a dirty face. Suddenly she 
realized what had happened: when she 
rubbed her cheeks to make them pink, 
her new black kid gloves must have 
been damp, and some of the black came 
off on her face. 

Shirley burst into tears and cried and 
cried. Her teacher said, “Don’t feel so 
unhappy about it. Accidents happen to 
us all. I am sure it will wash off.” 
Her teacher helped her get all the black 
off her face, but still Shirley could not 
be comforted. She said she did not want 
to leave the back room till everyone had 
gone home. So her teacher stayed with 
her. She prayed once more that the 
Lord would show Shirley that she was 
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a sinner. Then she said, “Your trouble 
this morning makes me think of some- 
thing that happened to me once. When 
I was a little girl I learned the verse, 
‘All have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God.’ I knew it was true be- 
cause it was in the Bible, yet I did not 
feel my own sinfulness. But God’s Word 
is like a mirror, and, as I looked into it, 
I found out that my heart was full of 
pride and that is a dreadful sin in the 
sight of God.” 

Shirley began to cry again. She said, 
“I thought I was the nicest looking girl 
at Sunday school today, and I was really 
the worst. And I have always thought I 
was a very good girl, but now I think 
I am the worst of all.” 

The Sunday school teacher said, “The 
same Bible that says, ‘All have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God,’ tells 
us that ‘Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners! If you are a sinner, 
then Jesus came to save you because He 
came into the world to save sinners. 
He loves you, Shirley, and perhaps He 
let you have this trouble today to help 
you see yourself as you are in His sight. 
He knows all about your sins, but He 
wants to come into your heart and 
cleanse them all away. Will you let 
Him?” 

“Yes,” said Shirley. So she and her 
teacher knelt down together. Shirley 
prayed: “Lord Jesus, I know that I have 
sinned and come short of the glory of 
God. But You came into the world to 
save sinners, so I know You came to 
save me, Please do it now.” And the 
Lord Jesus did! 

When Shirley got up from her knees 
she was so happy she almost forgot how 
dreadful she had felt before. After that, 
she was a different girl in Sunday school. 
Instead of thinking about herself and her 
clothes, she listened to every word the 
teacher said. She couldn’t hear enough 
about the Lord Jesus who had died to 
save her from her sins. 

One day the preacher talked to the 
Sunday school children. He asked those 
who were saved to tell the rest when it 
happened. Shirley said, “I was saved 
the first Sunday I wore my black kid 
gloves.” The preacher was puzzled by 
her answer, but her Sunday school 
teacher understood. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Doctrine of the Holy Trinity 
in Psalm 103 


(Continued from second page) 


Ruth, where Boaz became the redeemer 
of Ruth when he purchased the forfeited 
parcel of land that once belonged to 
Elimelech and, with it, also obtained 
Ruth as his Gentile bride. As Dr. Sco- 
field points out under Isaiah 59:20, kins- 
man-redemption was both of a person 
and an inheritance. The goel must be 


a kinsman, who is willing and able to 
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pay the required redemption price, and 
as soon as the just demands are met 
the property passes into the possession 
of the redeemer. Boaz fulfilled all the 
requirements by paying the ransom, and 
then he could claim as his own both 
the inheritance and the redeemed Ruth. 


In all this we have a beautiful type 
of Christ and His redemptive work. Man 
had forfeited his inheritance, his title 
to eternal life. Christ was willing and 
able to furnish the ransom to redeem 
the lost inheritance. 
purchase by paying in full with His pre- 
cious blood. His Gentile bride is now 
being prepared for Him, the true Church, 
gathered out of all nations. Believing 
Jews are added to this predominantly 
Gentile Church, because when they ac- 
cept Christ as their Saviour the middle 
wall of partition is broken down and all 
true believers, without distinction as to 
race or nationality, are made one mystic 
body, betrothed to Christ, the Kinsman- 
Redeemer and Bridegroom. 


(2) The companion title bestowed 
upon the second Person of the Trinity 
is the designation ham-at-tre-khi, “my 
Crowner” or “my Rewarder.” As the 
word goel referred to Christ's office of 
Redeemer here on earth, so the office 
of Crowner or Rewarder has reference 
to what He will do for the redeemed 
hereafter. After the Bride, the true 
Church, has been caught up in the clouds 
to meet the Lord in the air, all re- 
deemed will appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ, called the bema in 2 
Corinthians 5:10. In connection with 
this passage we must carefully read 1 
Corinthians 3:11-15. Crowns and other 
rewards will be bestowed upon the re- 
deemed at the bema according to the 
various degrees of faithfulness mani- 
fested by each one during his lifetime 
on earth. A number of different crowns 
are mentioned in the New Testament. 
These are: “An incorruptible crown” 
(1 Cor. 9:25); a “crown of rejoicing” (1 
Thess. 2:19); “a crown of righteousness” 
(2 Tim. 4:8); “a crown of glory” (1 Pet. 
5:4): “a crown of life’ (Rev. 2:10). Some 
may receive more than one crown. 
Others may receive none at all, but 
having been truly built on the one se- 
cure foundation, Christ and His merits, 
they will nevertheless be saved eternally, 

3. The remaining two titles, Psalm 
103:5, refer to the third Person of the 
Holy Trinity, namely to the Holy Spirit. 
He is called ham-mas-bi-a, the Satisfier, 
the Infiller, or Indweller, and ham-mith- 
kha-desh, the Renewer or Restorer. 


(1) The first of these titles has refer- 
ence to the initial function of the Holy 
Spirit, performed at the time of the 
new birth. The work of the Holy Spirit 
is very important. He enters a believer 
in the hour of his regeneration. The 
work of regeneration is primarily His 
office. Our bodies then become the tem- 
ple of the Holy Spirit. New desires, 
new aspirations, new longings, new pur- 
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Samples FREE! Act NOW! 
Se ee eae eaaeeaanaeae 
FRIENDSHIP STUDIOS, INC. 
417 Adams St., Elmira, New York 


YES! I want to fill my personal “treasury”! Rush Somple 
Assortments ON APPROVAL and FREE Imprint Samples. 
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Help Our Indians 


train for Christian service among their own 
people; tuition is $100 a year. Any part 
sent is welcome and will bring you the 
Indian Version of the 23rd Psalm translated 
from Indian sign language. 


WwW 
Cook Christian Training School 
Box 7158 
Phoenix - . - Arizona 
Interdenominational 











“‘Advertise’”’ your church through 


the inspiring voice of 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


What could carry your church’s 
invitation to the community 
better than the glorious music 
of a fine carillon, coming 
right from the church itself! 
“Carillonic Bells’”’ with their 
clear, rich beauty are the per- 
fect means of making minds 
and hearts receptive to your 
message. 

At moderate cost, ‘“‘Carillonic 
Bells” offer the true tones and 
majestic volume of fine cast 

bells—without requir- 
ing a tower to house 
them! Write NOW 
for complete details 
given in our literature! 


CARILLONIC BELLS 


SCHULMERICH ELECTRONICS, INC. 
25101 Carillon Hill, SELLERSVILLE, PA, 
“Carillonic Bells” is a trademark. It 


denotes electronic carillons produced by 
Schulmerich Electronics, Inc. 
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poses possess us. Everything is changed. 
We have become a new creation. Old 
things have passed away. All things 
have become new. 

The Hebrew word a-di in verse five 
has caused translators some difficulty. 
The original and most common meaning 
in the Hebrew Bible seems to be “orna- 
ment.” The Septuagint and Vulgate ren- 
der it “desire.” Our Authorized Version 
and most other European translations 
give “mouth” as the meaning. The mod- 
-ern Greek Bible uses a word signifying 
“old age.” This may indeed be the best 
rendering. It conforms to the usual style 
of Hebrew poetry, in which one mem- 
ber of a double strophe of the charac- 
teristic parallelism either compares or 
contrasts with the other member. Here 
“old age” would be set over against 
“youth” in the second half of verse five. 
Besides, according to Gesenius’s Hebrew 
dictionary, the word adi is related to the 
root ad or ed, meaning “eternity.” If 
this is correct, we would here have more 
than a hint or faint suggestion that the 
gift of the Holy Spirit is a gift or calling 
of God that He will never regret, re- 
voke, or repent of. (See Numbers 23: 
19.) The fifth verse of our Psalm, accord- 
ing to its original Hebrew meaning, 
clearly teaches that the initial function 
of the Holy Spirit is to impart everlast- 
ing life to the truly born-again believer 
and to assure him of his eternal security 
in the hands of the triune God. 

(2) The second or supplementary title 
of the Holy Spirit is suggested in this 
fifth verse by the Hebrew word tith- 
kha-desh, from which we may quite 
properly derive the corresponding par- 
ticipial substantive, as in the case of the 
other five names, namely ham-mith-kha- 
desh, the Renewer or Restorer, that is, 
the One who refreshes and quickens us 
again and again, as we daily turn to Him 
for a new supply of grace. How apt we 
are to grow cold, leaving our first love 
and neglecting our first works! We need 
the Holy Spirit as our daily Sanctifier, 
but here in this ancient hymn the Psalm- 
ist David, speaking by divine inspiration, 
assures us that the Holy Spirit not only 
performs the initial act of infilling, in- 
dwelling, and satisfying, but is daily 
available and ready to refresh and re- 
store us to happy, victorious living. 

The reference to the eagte. a bird of 
the upper air, whose flight takes him 
aloft into the ethereal blue, is most 
instructive and meaningful. There may 
be times when the eagle seems slow and 
sluggish, as, for example, when he molts 
his feathers, but wait! as soon as he, so 
to speak, renews his youth by growing 
fresh pinions and replenishing them 
with new power, then he will mount up 
with his wings to greater heights than 
ever before. Such is the work of the 


third Person in the Trinity. 

Summing up, then, we must marvel 
at the accuracy with which the various 
offices of the three Persons of the Holy 
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Trinity are indicated by the Psalmist 
hundreds of years before their several 
functions were clearly outlined in the 
New Testament: the Father as Pardoner 
and Healer, the Son as Redeemer and 
Rewarder, the Spirit as Indweller and 
Replenisher. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





February 11 


What Color Is My Christianity? 
(Acts 10:1-33) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE widespread observation of the 

second Sunday in February as Race 
Relations Sunday is responsible for the 
topic assigned for this week. Unfor- 
tunately, however, this topic, linked 
with the Scripture portion from Acts 
10, might lead some to suppose that Peter 
and Cornelius, the two principal char- 
acters in this Scripture portion, were 
of different colors. This was not the 
case, as far as we have knowledge to- 
day. Peter and Cornelius both belonged 
to the white race, although one was a 
Jew who had become a follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the other was 
an officer in the Roman Army who had 
come to know the true God and to wor- 
ship Him, 

However, this incident in the early 
Christian church does have a message 
for all believers concerning their atti- 
tude toward those of other races regard- 
less of color. We shall do well to ex- 
amine it, and other portions of God's 
Word that touch upon the race question, 
so that we may know what God has to 
say upon this subject that has come 
more and more to the frent in our own 
land in recent years, and so that we may 
know how to direct our thinking and 
our conduct to agree with what God 
has to say about it. 


et 


First, let us recognize that loose think- 
ing and false sentimentality have re- 
sulted in much well-intentioned but none 
the less foolish comment on the subject 
of race relationships, until one would 
almost think that the white race was 
somehow respcnsible for differences in 
color, and for the retarded condition of 
some of the other races on the earth. 

Now, it cannot be denied that indi- 
viduals, and in some cases nations, have 
exploited those of other races and colors, 
and the skirts of the white race are by 
no means clear of the guilt of such ex- 
ploitations. But on the other hand, it 
should likewise be recognized that there 
were degraded or decadent races in 
many parts of the earth before the white 
man entered those regions. Such races 
were not, as some would have us be- 
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lieve, simple, innocent children living 
an idyllic existence untouched by evil 
until the white man appeared to upset 
their paradise. Romans 1: 18-32 explains 
how and why such decadence comes 
about. God’s Word does not reveal how 
differences in color came to the various 
members of the human race, but it does 
make very plain the fact that language 
differences and the separation of lan- 
guage groups became necessary because 
of man’s sin and pride and departure 
from God (Gen, 11). 

It is also clear from the Scriptures 
that prejudices and discrimination and 
suspicions between the races have their 
origin in man’s sinful, degenerate heart. 
These qualities are just as dependable 
and vicious when they appear among 
so-called civilized groups or individuals 
as when they show themselves among 
barbaric or underprivileged or back- 
ward people. It is sin in the heart 
that prompts one race or an individual 
to exploit another, or to despise or be- 
little another, and only when God does 
something in the hearts of men to change 
them by His grace can they be made 
willing and ready to treat those of other 
races or nationalities in a Christian or 
brotherly way. 

ve 

In the instance of Peter and Cornelius 
there is an element that is sometimes 
ignored by those who regard the God of 
the Old Testament as something of a 
tribal deity of the Jews, and quite differ- 
ent from the God revealed in the New 
Testament by Christ. Such a premise 
leads those who hold this view to the 
wrong conclusion that the separation be- 
tween Jews and Gentiles was a mistaken 
notion and had to be corrected. Hence 
Peter was given the vision of the sheet 
let down from Heaven. 

Now we must not lose sight of the fact 
that the Jews, in their disobedience and 
estrangement from God through sin and 
idolatry and unbelief, had gone beyond 
God’s plan and purpose for them in their 
relations with other races, and had de- 
veloped a hatred and contempt of Gen- 
tiles. Nevertheless, God’s original plan 
for the Jewish race was that of a chosen 
and peculiar people. He sought, by the 
laws and precepts given through Moses 
and the prophets, to keep them separate 
from other races in order that they 
might be clean and pure from the idol- 
atry and sin that permeated the heathen 
nations. It was not that God loved the 
Jews more than He did all other races. 
On the contrary, He sought to keep them 
pure and clean, first as an example to 
heathen nations of what God would and 
could do with a nation that would trust 
Him and obey Him, and then that there 
might be a clean channel through which 
the Deliverer, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
might come, through whom all the 
nations of the earth were to be blessed. 
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But now, in the time of Peter and 
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Cornelius, the Lord Jesus, the Deliverer, 
had come, and the Jews, as a nation, 
had rejected and turned away from 
God’s plan and program for their race. 
Therefore God turned from the Jew to 
the Gentile. Peter was given this vision 
on the housetop at Joppa to help him 
to understand that all races, represented 
by the motley collection of animals in 
the sheet that was let down from Heaven 
in the vision were to be the recipients 
of the Gospel, and that, he. Peter, was 
to take this Gospel to them as well as 
to his own people. The program of wit- 
nessing to all nations that should have 
and could have been carried out by the 
Jews, had it not been for their dis- 
cbedience and unbelief and sin, was 
now to be consummated by the followers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in the commis- 
sion that He gave them to go to the 
uttermost part of the world as His wit- 
nesses, making disciples of every nation 
and teaching them all things that He 
had commanded them (Acts 1:8; Matt. 
28:19, 20). In this way a people were 
to be called out from every nation and 
tribe for His name (Acts 15:14). That 
program has been in vuperation from 
Pentecost down through the present day, 
and is the only commission given to the 
Christian church. 
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In the matter of race relationships 
today, the Christian church can do noth- 
ing to change the color of a person's 
skin, or the name of the race to which 
he or she belongs. Furthermore, the 
New Testament carries no implication 
that races are to be intermingled by 
intermarriage, or are to interdwell. The 
very verse that so many quote to sup- 
port the fact that God “hath made of one 
blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth” (Acts 17: 
26) continues by stating that He has 
“appointed . the bounds of their habi- 
tation.” Man has disturbed these 
“bounds,” and has thus created problems 
that might have been avoided. 

Likewise, the Scriptures carry no 
directive to the Christian church to cam- 
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Reaching School Children 
for Christ 


At present we are reaching about 
250,000 children with our Scripture 
Memory Plan and many are being 
saved; but in the ten states in which 
we are working there are nearly five 
million school children who never 
attend Sunday school. 


Pray for these children and write for 
“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 
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degrees in numerous fields of Vocational 
Specialization. 
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John E. Brown, Ir. - - - President 
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Accordions Saxophones 
Clarinets 

Special prices to Christians guar- 

anteed. Write 


GEORGE HAWTHORN, R.D. No. 1, Barberton, Ohio 
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The Vudia Mission 
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Bethel Children’s Home 


Box 619 - - Jackson, Kentucky 


A refuge for neglected boys and girls in the 
hills of Kentucky. 


Thoroughly Christian. A faith work. 
Literature furnished on request. 
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Moody Bible Institute 


Interdenominational, tuition-free 
training for every type of Christian 
service. Eight basic courses, includ- 
ing the new Missionary Technical 








course. Nearly 52,000 already 
trained. Write for free catalog. 
Address Admissions, Dept. 1222 


153 Institute Place . Chicago 10, lil. 
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paign for social or economic equality 
among the races. Well-intentioned, but 
unwise efforts have been made from 
time to time to lead the Christian church 
into such bypaths. The greatest con- 
tribution that the Church of Christ can 
make in the difficult and involved ques- 
tion of race relationships today is to 
preach the Gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ by word and deed, and to seek 
to bring men and women of every race 
and color into a saving knowledge of 
Him. When they get to know Him and 
are persuaded to let Him control their 
hearts and lives, then and only then, 
can they live in harmony and peace and 
love with one another and with true 
consideration for others, regardless of 
color or race. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Where To Send Gifts for 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer H. Gillespie 


N THE leading editorial in the Times 
two weeks ago (Jan. 13), Mr. Ernest 

Gordon told of the mission work being 
done among French-speaking people in 
southern Louisiana by Elmer H. Gilles- 
pie, whom Mr. Gordon called “a wheel 
chair evangelist.” It will be of interest 
to many TIMEs readers to know that Mrs. 
Gillespie is the daughter of the late Dr. 
W. H. Griffith Thomas, the beloved Bible 
teacher, author, and conference speaker, 
who wrote the leading lesson article in 
Tue SunpAy ScHooLt Times from 1917 to 
1924. Mrs. Griffith Thomas lives in a 
bungalow not far from the home of her 
daughter and son-in-law in Lafayette, 
La. 

Those who desire to share in the work 
of Mr. and Mrs. Gillespie may send des- 
ignated gifts either to the Christian Mis- 
sion to Churchless Communities, Room 
805, 140 Nassau St., New York 7; or to 
the D. M. Stearns Missionary Fund, 147 
W. School Lane, Philadelphia 44. 
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With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





The Imitation of Christ. By Gerard 
Zerbolt of Zutphen, Teacher of Thomas 
a Kempis. Translated by Albert Hyma. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., $1.) Among early de- 
votional literature, apart from the Bible, 
probably no volume is better known than 
“The Imitation of Christ,” generally at- 
tributed to Thomas a Kempis. Dr. Hyma 
through much research has concluded 
that Zerbolt was the original writer and 
a Kempis only the editor. Here he gives 
a translation from a new manuscript, 
which he feels is devoid of some pos- 
sibly objectionable features in the bet- 
ter known work. Attractively bound in 
pocket size, it contains twenty-five brief 
chapters made up of short, pungent, 
thought-provoking paragraphs, packed 
with practical thoughts for the daily life, 
from the pen of a great scholar and a 
true mystic. They cover such themes 
as prudence, obedience, superfluity in 
words, avoiding rash judgments, patience 
in adversity, and so on. Some may be 
puzzled by the implications of a single 
reference to purgatory near the end of 
the book. 


The Social Kit, No. 2 and The Social 
Kit, No. 3. By Jack B. and Edith Fellows. 
(Broadman Press, Nashville 3, Tenn., 
kits, $1 each; ring binder, $1.25.) If you 
have ever had to search through several 
game books for just the right games for 
a young people's get-together, and then 
have had either to copy them off or 
carry an assortment of books with you 
to be leafed through at the last moment 
while a recreation period was in prog- 
ress, then you will see at once the ad- 
vantage and convenience of having a 
large variety of games classified on sep- 
arate 4x6 inch cards, which can be lifted 
out of the kit and inserted in a pocket- 
sized ring binder ready for use on an 
instant’s notice. Kit No, 2 contains one 
hundred “ice breakers” — games that re- 
quire only simple preparation, and can 
quickly be put into operation at the be- 
ginning of a get-together in order te 
make folks easily acquainted. Kit No. 
3 contains one hundred active games of 
all descriptions. Each kit bears a dis- 
tinctive color so that you may quickly 
distinguish the cards of one from the 
other, and the games are all numbered 
so that you may quickly return the cards 
to your file after they have served their 
purpose in the ring binder. Each card 
tells what materials are required for the 
game, what formation is to be used in 
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playing it, and complete instructions as 
to how to proceed with the game. 

The two-ring binder is bound in black 
imitation leather, and is large enough to 
carry one hundred cards, or any smaller 
number that you might choose to use, 
and it is small enough to fit into a coat 
pocket or a lady’s purse. The cards are 
available separate from the binder. 


The Sabbath and the Lord’s Day. By 
Charles L, Feinberg, A.M., Th.D., Ph.D. 
(Van Kampen Press, Wheaton, Ill., 25 
cents, paper.) The question of the Sab- 
bath versus the Lord’s Day is here first 
discussed from the viewpoint of Law 
and grace— “law commands: grace ex- 
horts.” Then follow several brief sec- 
tions on the Sabbath through the ages. 
It is pointed out that the moral prin- 
ciple, contained in nine of the Ten Com- 
mandments, is reiterated under grace in 
the New Testament and the references 
given, but the Fourth Commandment is 


excepted. The Lord's Day, on the first 
day of the week, is ccnvincingly shown 
to be of greater importance than the 
day commemorating the original Crea- 


‘tion to which but two chapters of the 
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Bible are given, whereas the remainder 
of the Book has to do with the redemp- 
tion of men. This redemption was com- 
pleted by our Lord in His resurrection 
from the dead, and there were many 
other important events that took place 
on “the first day of the week.” Evi- 
dences from history are cited to prove 
that this first day of the week has been 
observed by Christians from the earliest 
time. The little brochure of thirty-two 
pages is packed with logical reasoning. 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 5 to 11 


Mon.—Mark 6:7-13. 
The Twelve Sent To Preach and Heal. 


PRAYER SuccesTions: “Then went out, 
and preached that men should repent. 
And ... cast out many devils, .. . and 
healed.” Preaching the Gospel is the 
most important mission God has ever en- 
trusted to man. It is “by the foolishness 
of preaching” that God has ordained to 
save them by believing on Christ through 
the Gospel. Man was ruined by believ- 
ing the Devil’s lie, and he can be saved 
only by believing the truth of God in 
the Gospel of Christ. Who are preachers? 
And what is the Gospel? And by what 
divine aid must it become effectual in 
the salvation of souls? These should be 
matters of great importance to all who 
would speak for God. Pray for Brier- 
crest Bible Institute, Caronport, Sask., 
Can. 


Tues.—Mark 6:14-16. 
Marveling at His Mighty Works. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “His name was 
spread abroad.” Our Lord, as predicted 
by the prophets, did more wonderful 
works than others ever did before Him. 
The explanation of this is found in the 
fact as John says, “He was in the world, 
and the world was made by him.” And 
Paul adds, “All things were created by 
him, and for him.” Knowing the Son 
of God gives a clear knowledge of His 
hidden divine power. Great is our Lord 
and of great power. Worship thou Him. 
Pray for Fort Wayne Bible Institute, 814 
W. Rudisill Blvd., Fort Wayne 6, Ind. 


Wed.—Mark 6:17-29. 
The Death of Jchn the Baptist. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The king sent an 
executioner and commanded his head 
to be brought: and he went and be- 
headed him in the prison.” The mar- 
tyr death of John the Baptist, Christ's 
forerunner, was made easy by the gra- 
cious words Jesus sent to him in prison. 
He tasted the sufferings of Christ and 
they will ever be sweet in his mouth 
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S. ra We have the new loose- 
cogield leaf as well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 
Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


Christian Printers 


Wanted in modern large Christian plant in Chicago— 
printers including linotype operators, compositors, 
stone men, Kelly and Mickle pressmen, bindery work- 
ers, either journeymen, two-thirders or apprentices. 
Non-union shop, good wages, good working conditions 
with other Christians, steady. Write Adv. No. 676, 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th Street, Phila. 5, Pa. 


A FREE GIFT! 


for every child who subscribes to MY CHUM maga- 
zine during the month of January. Children love the 
many fine stories, puzzles, Christian comics, cut-outs, 
and hobbycraft materials each month. Costs only 
$2.00 a year, and with each $2.00 subscription a free 
gift will come to you. Samples 10 cents. Let your 
child be the judge. 


MY CHUM Magazine 
- - Highland, Ill. 











THE SHORTRIDGE HOME, Inc. 


for children of missionaries 

A work of faith and labor of love 
In the center of the United States. In the 
playground of the beautiful Ozarks. In 
an excellent school and church commu- 
nity. For information write: 
Box 308 Siloam Springs, Arkansas 
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Prairie Overcomer 
Publication of 
Prairie Bible Institute 
Edited by L. E. Maxwell, Author of 
“CROWDED TO CHRIST” 
AND 
“BORN CRUCIFIED” 


Write for sample copies 
Prairie Overcomer - Three Hills, Alberta, Can. 





Mail Coupon Now! 


FREE 


Volume | 





of 
BARNES’ 
NOTES 





Volume | of the BARNES’ NOTES will be 
sent to you free of charge when you 
order a set of the BARNES’ NOTES ON 
THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. 


Write for Information 


Neme. 





Street 





Ee 


Send Coupon Today to Your Favorite Dealer, or 
BAKER BOOK HOUSE, Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 
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A PREPARATORY High School sharing 

the campus associations of a high grade 
Christian College. Member of The Univer- 
sity of the State of New York and of the 
National Association of Christian Schools. 
Strong four-year courses; inspiring teachers; 
wholesome extra-curricular activities; quiet, 
studious environment. For special literature, 
write at once to 


Office of The Principal, Secretary T 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Feb. 11) Jan. 27, 195] 
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jive yoitr Visténers a story to follow... 
keep therr interest... . to rempmber.. 


WITH FULL coLcorn STORY-O-GRAPHS 


@ The most artistic scenery backgrounds available 
@ Figures are drawn in a strong clear way 
@ Inexpensive, complete, alive, vital 


@ Telescoping aluminum tripod with flannel board 
which folds into compact roll, weight 41/2 Ibs. 


Write for 
free folder to: 


OAT : P.O. BOX 145M 
: “Vv PASADENA 16, CALIF. _ 
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Happy Hew Year! 


Happy? For whom? For you perhaps, living in America, 
the land of the free and the home of the brave. 














Happy in darkness? 
Happy when fear grips the heart? 


But not for those 
of Africa. 
The land of the 
chained 
and the Home of 
the grave! 


Happy in paganism? 
Happy in Mohammedanism? 


NEVER! 


Only Jesus has said: ‘Your sorrow shall be turned to joy.” 


the Cross is the message of the S.I.M. 


The message of 


Pray that the coming year will be one of joy and blessing in Africa. 
Give that the coming year might be one of victory. 
Go with the Word that will give the oil of joy for mourning. 


Write the Secretary 


SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION 


212 St. George Street, Toronto 5, Ontario 


164 W. 74th Street, New York 23, N. Y. 





among the martyrs in Heaven. John, 
the greatest prophet, will ever praise 
God for the honor and glory of dying 
for Christ’s sake. Suffer for Christ joy- 
fully. Pray, for Montana Gospel Crusade, 
Box 1616, Billings, Mont, 


Thurs.—Mark 6:30-44. 
Five Thousand Fed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “They that did 
eat of the loaves were about five thou- 
sand men.” It was easy as it was gra- 
cious and wonderful for the Maker of all 
things to dispense with the usual way 
of satisfying the hunger 6f the multitude 
in the wilderness by performing a mir- 
acle. It is folly for a finite being to dis- 
believe in the power of the infinite Lord, 
He can do whatever He elects to do in 
His own world. Limiting God because 
we ourselves are limited is foolish and 
immoral. Pray for Eastern Baptist The- 
ological Seminary, Philadelphia 3, 


Fri.—Mark 6:45-52. “Have No Fear.” 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Be of good 
cheer: it is I; be not afraid.” Christian! 
It is evil to fear evil. If you know God, 
you will trust and rot be afraid. “Per- 
fect love casteth out fear.” Fear hath 
torment. Unbelief is the cause of fear. 
If you can say, “The Lord is my shep- 
herd,” you should be able to say, “Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.” Pray for American 
Association for Jewish Evangelism, Box 
585, Winona Lake, Ind. 

Sat.—Mark 6:53-56. 
The Ministry at Gennesaret. 


SUGGESTIONS: “As 
whole.” 


PRAYER many as 
touched him were made The 
discovery of Jesus at Gennesaret was the 
signal to all who knew of it to get the 
sick into His presence. “As many as 
touched him were made whole.” When 
Jesus is in a home or church in reality, 


| 


folks round about will soon know He is 


there. Multitudes need the presence of 
Christ in our churches so they may 
touch Him and be saved. Pray for the 
Missionary Training Institute Nyack, 
-. =. 


Sun.—Mark 7:1-13. 
Human Needs Versus 
Tradition of Men. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye reject the 


commandment of God, that ye may 
keep your own tradition.” Customs 
handed down from our fathers be- 
come hindrances to our Christian life 
and labor when they oppose God's 
will. Test your principles and prac- 


tices by the Word of God. Gospel be- 
havior must be the opposite of that 
seen in the generality of people. 
Christ went against certain social cus- 
toms and we will have to do so, too, 
if we will please Him. Pray for Em- 
maus Bible Scheol, 81 Harcourt, To- 
ronto 6, Can, and 6902 S, Normal 
Blvd., Chicago 21. 
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